
 
 
 
 
 

DRAFT OFFICIAL PLAN 

 A GUIDE TO KEY POLICIES   

 
 

PURPOSE OF THE GUIDE 
 
This document is meant to help interested parties understand the newly released Draft Official 
Plan for Prince Edward County, prepared by consultants with The Planning Partnership and 
Planscape. Provided is an introduction to the role of official plans as prescribed under the 
Planning Act, followed by a summary of select policies in the Draft Plan. These policies have 
been chosen because they carry the greatest force in terms of directing the County to take 
specific actions on planning and development matters. Their obligatory nature is signaled by 
the use of terms such as—the County shall / will / must—to establish a clear commitment to 
perform on the part of Council and Staff.  
 
Many of the policies flow from the Provincial Policy Statement 2014, and are to be 
implemented through tools provided by the Planning Act, including zoning by-laws, site plan 
approval, consent, and plans of subdivision and condominium. Accordingly, they will lead to 
municipal decisions that are legally binding and enforceable. 
  
Not included in the Guide are policies worded so that their implementation is interpretable and 
at the County’s discretion. This flexibility is signaled by terms such as, the County should / may. 
Although discretionary policies are beyond the scope of the Guide, they are essential to the 
comprehensive planning framework set out in the Draft Plan, where statements regarding 
planning vision, principles and objectives provide necessary context for the policies that will 
more precisely guide decision making in the years ahead. 
 
For online access to the Draft Official Plan and this Guide, go to: www.pecounty.on.ca and 
under Top Requests click on Official Plan Review. 
 
To order print copies of these documents, call Planning Services at 613.476.2148 x 710 or email 
officialplanreview@pecounty.on.ca. 
 
To comment on these documents, contact Bernard Shalka at 613.476.2148 x351 or email 
bshalka@pecounty.on.ca. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________
Prepared by Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant for Prince Edward County                  November 2015 

http://www.pecounty.on.ca/
mailto:officialplanreview@pecounty.on.ca
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INTRODUCTION – Answers to some basic questions 

 
What is an Official Plan? 
 
An Official Plan is a policy document created by municipal governments to guide decision 
making on a wide range of matters concerning land use and development. An “OP” serves 
council and staff, developers, community members, and agencies operating in areas such as 
environmental protection, public health and social housing. 
 
Who approves an OP? 
 
Once a local council is satisfied with a draft OP, the document is adopted and, in the case of 
municipalities like Prince Edward County, submitted to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing for approval. Often the Ministry will “draft approve” an OP, with final approval made 
conditional on specified modifications. 
 
On what basis is an OP approved? 
 
Under the Planning Act, an Official Plan is the most important vehicle for implementing the 
Provincial Policy Statement. The “PPS” provides direction on matters of provincial interest 
related to land use planning and development. In preparing an OP, these interests are applied 
to local conditions so that the municipality’s OP sets out appropriate land use designations and 
clear, reasonable and attainable policies to protect the province’s interests and direct 
development to suitable areas. (PPS 2014, section 4.0) 
 
The PPS states that its policies represent “minimum standards” and municipalities may go 
beyond these minimums to address matters of local importance─unless doing so would conflict 
with any policy of the PPS. Further, all official plan policies must be “consistent” with the PPS, 
as must all municipal decisions affecting planning matters. 
 
The Draft Official Plan for Prince Edward County focuses largely on the provincial interests 
expressed in the PPS. One aspect that goes well beyond PPS standards pertains to design 
policies, including green design, applicable to development throughout the municipality. 
 
The following policy areas in the PPS may be considered the core of the Draft Official Plan: 
 

 
▪  Settlement Areas   ▪  Housing 
▪  Rural Areas    ▪  Employment 
▪  Agriculture    ▪  Economic Prosperity 
▪  Mineral Aggregate Resources ▪  Public Spaces, Recreation,  
▪  Natural Heritage & Water     Parks, Trails & Open Spaces 
▪  Cultural Heritage & Archaeology ▪  Infrastructure & Public Service Facilities 
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KEY DRAFT OFFICIAL PLAN POLICIES 
Excerpts from Parts I to IV 

 
Please Note: 
 Some of the more lengthy key policies appear in summary form. All can be easily located in the Draft 

Official Plan by the section number provided at the end of each statement. 
 Key policies are often linked to maps, included in the Draft Plan as Schedules A to F. The Schedules are 

provided with the print version of this Guide which can be ordered from Planning Services. 
 Terms shown in italics are defined in the Glossary of the Draft Plan. 
 The Draft Official Plan is meant to be read in its entirety. It is important to consider key policies in the 

context of related statements, which may located throughout the document. 
  

PART l: PLAN FOUNDATIONS 

INTRODUCTION 
This Plan is more than a set of individual policies. It is intended to be read in its entirety and the relevant policies are 
to be applied to each situation. All decisions affecting land use planning matters shall conform with the vision, 
principles, objectives and policies of this Plan. 1.3 b) 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
The Urban Centres shall be the primary focus for new growth. Villages and Hamlets will also play a key role, along with 
appropriate development on Rural Lands, in Prime Agricultural Areas and on Shore Lands. 4.3 a) 

New development shall be compatible with the local context. 4.3 b) i) 

Development shall occur adjacent to existing development and have a mix of uses and densities that allow for the 
efficient use of infrastructure. 4.3 b) ii) 

The County shall link the approval of development to the protection of the Natural Heritage System, the conservation 
of cultural heritage resources, and the timely provision of infrastructure. 4.3 b) iii) 

Development applications for property that includes or is adjacent to a natural heritage feature and area shall be 
accompanied by an Environmental Impact Study that will ensure protection from any negative impact related to the 
proposed development. 4.3 b) iv) 

On Rural Lands, Prime Agricultural Lands, Outdoor Recreational Lands and Shore Lands, development applications 
shall be reviewed by the County with consideration of the following criteria: 
i. The protection of Prime Agricultural Areas and Aggregate Resource Lands by directing non-related development 

to areas where it will not constrain these uses; 
ii. The management of Shore Lands in a way that promotes appropriate and sustainable economic development, 

with a focus on tourism; 
iii. The provision of cost-effective sewage, water and road infrastructure that avoids unjustified and/or uneconomical 

expansion; 
iv. Compliance with Minimum Distance Separation Formulae; and 
v. Protection of significant natural heritage features and areas and associated ecological functions from any 

negative impact related to the proposed development. 4.3 d) 

PART ll: LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 
Note: Designations are Identified on Schedule A 

SETTLEMENT AREAS 

Urban Centres ─ Picton, Wellington & Rossmore 

All applicable policies shall apply to the Secondary Plans, and when policies conflict, the Secondary Plans shall prevail. 
5.2.3 b) & c) 

Villages ─ Bloomfield, Ameliasburgh, Consecon & Carrying Place 

The existing zoning categories (see Appendix A maps) establish the existing development context, the existing mixture 
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of land uses/built forms and the future development potential for each of the identified Villages. New development 
shall proceed in conformity with the policies of this Plan, and subject to the regulations as set out in the implementing 
Zoning By-Law. 5.3.3 e) 

Where a natural feature or area is identified within a defined Village boundary (see Schedule B), the policies relevant 
to the natural feature or area shall apply, and shall be recognized in the implementing Zoning By-Law. 5.3.3 f) 

Development shall ensure an efficient land use pattern and a compact, walkable built form, and shall conform with 
the Design Policies for Villages and Hamlets, and all other applicable policies. 5.3.3 h) 

In Bloomfield, development shall conserve and enhance heritage buildings and landscapes, and contribute to the 
positive image and unique quality of place. 5.3.3 i) 

Maximum building height shall be the lesser of 3.5 storeys or 12 m, and may be varied in the zoning. 5.3.3 j) 

The County will update development standards to support sustainability and affordability. 5.3.3 l) 

Hamlets ─ Black River, Cherry Valley, Demorestville, Hillier, Milford, Northport, Rednersville, Rosehall & Waupoos 

The existing zoning categories (see Appendix A maps) establish the existing development context, the existing mixture 
of land uses/built forms and the future development potential for each of the identified Hamlets. New development 
shall proceed in conformity with the policies of this Plan, and subject to the regulations as set out in the implementing 
Zoning By-Law. 5.4.3 e) 

Where a natural feature or area is identified within a defined Hamlet boundary (see Schedule B), the policies relevant 
to the natural feature or area shall apply, and shall be recognized in the implementing Zoning By-Law.5.4.3 f) 

Development shall ensure a built form that supports energy conservation and reduced greenhouse gas emissions, 
where possible. All new development shall conform with the Design Policies for Villages and Hamlets, and all other 
applicable policies. 5.4.3 h) 

Maximum building height shall be the lesser of 3.5 storeys or 12 m, and may be varied in the zoning. 5.4.3 i) 

The County will update development standards to support sustainability and affordability. 5.4.3 k) 

Villages and Hamlets 
New development shall be compatible with existing development and enhance the existing community without 
causing any undue, adverse impacts on adjacent properties. When reviewing development applications, the County 
shall have regard for lot size and configuration, building heights, massing and scale, as well as buffering requirements 
including landscape treatments and setbacks. 5.5 a) 

Residential uses, communal housing, second units, garden suites, home businesses, bed and breakfasts, places of 
worship, daycare, and small scale commercial and industrial uses may be permitted, subject to specific conditions 
related to roads, water and sewer, accessibility, adequate parking and drop-off/pick-up facilities, maximum size, and 
impact on neighbouring properties, as detailed in policies 5.5 b) i) to x). 

Historic Main Street character and charm must be preserved and enhanced through development initiatives and 
community improvement activities. Development on these streets shall be: 
i. Primarily commercial or mixed use; 
ii. Compatible with existing development; and 
iii. Sensitive and respectful of historic character. 5.5 b) xi) 

PRIME AGRICULTURAL AREAS 

The predominant use of land shall be all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses and agricultural support uses. 
6.2.3 a) 

Development that could potentially adversely impact the ability to farm is not permitted. 6.2.3 b) 

Where an assessment, using guidelines developed by the Province, confirms that an area satisfies the criteria to 
qualify as a specialty crop area, that area shall be identified as a Specialty Crop Area and the uses in that area shall be 
restricted to agricultural uses. 6.2.3 c) 

Boundary adjustments to move a property from a Prime Agricultural Area to a Rural Area will be considered by the 
County if supported by an Agricultural Impact Assessment, and if considered appropriate, will not require an 
amendment to the Plan. 6.2.3 f) 

All development will comply with Minimum Distance Separation Formulae. 6.2.3 g) 

All development will be compatible with its context and conform to the Design Policies for Rural and Prime 
Agricultural Areas. 6.2.3 h) 

Land fragmentation will not be permitted except under the limited conditions specified in policy 6.2.3 j). Severances 
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will only be permitted when the new and retained lots are intended for agricultural uses or agriculture-related uses 
and generally are not less than 40 hectares. 6.2.3 j) 

Consents for farm-related residential uses will be permitted where a dwelling becomes surplus through farm 
consolidation, subject to three criteria regarding lot size, Minimum Distance Separation Formulae, and zoning, as 
detailed in policy 6.2.3 k). 

One single detached residential dwelling unit is permitted on any lot. Second units and garden suites are permitted on 
lots with sufficient area to accommodate required sewer and water services. 6.2.3 m) i) 

Home businesses are permitted, subject to four criteria as specified in policy 6.2.3 m) vii). 

Site plan approval, with specific conditions, will apply to permitted wineries, micro breweries and distilleries, as 
detailed in policy 6.2.3 n). 

Farm wineries, estate wineries, micro breweries and distilleries are subject to specific policies that address such 
matters as minimum planted area, retailing and  zoning, as detailed in 6.2.3 o) i) - iii). 

All legally existing and operating wineries, micro breweries and distilleries, as of the Plan approval date will continue 
to be permitted under the same conditions of approval. Expansions requiring additional approvals/licenses will be 
subject to policies and by-laws in effect at that time. 6.2.3 o) iv) 

RURAL LANDS 
The predominant use of land in this designation shall be all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses and 
agricultural support uses. 6.3.3 a)  

Until the current inventory of lots within the Rural Lands designation has been developed or there is a demonstrated 
need for residential lots in a specific area, residential lot creation will be limited to permitted residential uses on 
existing lots of record, or on lots created in support of farm consolidation. 6.3.3 d) 

Development in the Rural Lands designation will not be permitted where it: would negatively impact or constrain 
agricultural operations; is located in remote areas not well serviced; requires undue extension of roads or public 
services or facilities; and/or is within 500 m of an Urban Centre, Village or Hamlet. 6.3.3 e) 

All new development and redevelopment will be compatible with its context and conform with the Design Policies for 
Rural Lands and Prime Agricultural Areas. 6.3.3 f) 

Development shall respect the scenic nature of the Rural Lands landscape, and lots shall be of sufficient area to 
accommodate servicing to the standards of the appropriate authority. 6.3.3 g) 

All development will comply with Minimum Distance Separation Formulae. 6.3.3 h) 

Agricultural uses requiring smaller acreages or developed as a lifestyle or incubator operation will be permitted on 
existing lots if the lot is appropriately sized to accommodate the use without generating potentially conflicting off-site 
impacts. 6.3.3 i) 

The adaptive reuse of existing heritage structures will be encouraged to preserve cultural heritage buildings and 
landscapes that would otherwise disappear as a result of their disuse for agricultural purposes. 6.3.3 j) 

Commercial, Community, Recreational and Institutional uses shall be subject to eight criteria specified in 6.3.3 k) ii). 

Industrial uses shall be small in scale, generally on sites less than 2 ha, or a complimentary part of a larger, existing 
agricultural use, and shall be subject to seven criteria, specified in 6.3.3 k) iii). 

RURAL INDUSTRIAL LANDS     Note: Applies to six existing industrial operations shown on Schedule A 

The County shall provide appropriate opportunities within the Rural Industrial Lands designation to meet the ongoing 
need for commercial and industrial space and services. In addition, the County shall discourage the conversion of 
properties within the Rural Industrial Lands designation to any non-employment generating land use designation. 
Such conversion should only be considered through a comprehensive review, and only where it has been 
demonstrated that the land is not required for employment purposes over the long term and that there is a 
demonstrated need for the conversion. 6.4.3 d) 

Rural Industrial Lands will be used by industrial and limited commercial uses which do not use significant amounts of 
water in their operation and which do not produce significant amounts of effluent, consistent with rural servicing 
levels which rely on private water and sewage systems. 6.4.3 e) 

Access to industrial operations shall be from a public road that is of a construction and standard to service the traffic 
associated with the use. 6.4.3 g) 

New development in proximity to a Rural Industrial Lands designation shall avoid the encroachment of incompatible 
land uses on industrial uses to protect future employment expansion opportunities and minimize the potential for 
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future development conflicts. The County shall ensure compatibility between industrial uses and nearby sensitive land 
uses by establishing appropriate setbacks and screening of outdoor storage areas. 6.4.3 h) 

New industrial development shall provide adequate off-street parking and loading. 6.4.3 i) 

An Official Plan amendment is required for any new industrial use on land not currently designated Rural Industrial 
Lands on Schedule A. 6.4.3 j) 

SHORE LANDS 

The boundaries identified on Schedule A are approximate and may be extended without amendment to this Plan if a 
development proposal includes additional lands beyond the identified boundary that are physically and functionally 
related to the shoreline and the property being developed. 6.5.3 f) 

Expansion into or development that will conflict with farming operations in the Prime Agricultural Area will not be 
permitted. 6.5.3 g) 

Development will be compatible with its context, conform with the Design Policies for Shore Lands, and meet 
Minimum Distance Separation Formulae. 6.4.3 h) 

Residential development on individual on-site water services and individual on-site sewage services shall be limited to 
single-detached dwellings including second units and garden suites, on individual lots. 

The minimum residential lot area is 0.4 ha for individual on-site water and sewage services and 0.2 ha for private 
communal water and sewage services where the average density shall be 1 unit per 0.4 ha. 6.5.3 i) i) 

Cluster development is preferred over linear development and is subject to eight criteria specified in 6.5.3 i) & ii).  

Development applications for Resort, Tourist and Marine Commercial uses shall be comprehensively evaluated in 
consideration of 13 conditions and criteria specified in 6.5.3 i) & iii). 

Reasonable redevelopment and expansion of existing resort commercial properties is encouraged subject to four 
specified provisions. A change to non-resort commercial use will not generally be supported unless in extenuating 
circumstances, analysis shows no negative affect on tourism. 6.5.3 i) iv) 

Potential Tourist Resort Areas provide the opportunity for major tourist commercial and recreational development, 
and shall provide a variety of activities, recreational facilities, business meeting and conference facilities to extend the 
tourist seasons and a variety of accommodation units. Development applications for property not designated PTRA 
[see Schedule F] will require an Official Plan amendment to extend the Shore Lands designation, as well as rezoning 
and site plan approval. 6.5.3 i) v) 

Tent, Trailer and Recreational Vehicle Parks shall be subject to: site and servicing considerations for the expansion of 
existing parks, limited permitted uses as specified, zoning amendment, and site plan approval.  

Applications for new parks or major expansions [over 50% increase in capacity] will include: a comprehensive 
evaluation, servicing options investigation, environmental impact study, planning justification and site suitability 
assessment, confirmation of suitable amenities, etc. 

Development or expansions shall be subject to five specific provisions for minimum lot area [4ha]; maximum no. of 
units [25 per ha] and minimum site areas [200 m2]; shoreline density [maximum 1 unit per 1.5 m of shoreline]; 
separation and buffering from residential uses; and landscaping. 

An Official Plan amendment is required for the conversion of a TTRV park to residential use. 6.5.3 vi) 

Multiple unit, mixed use resort development may be permitted conditional on private communal water and sewage 
services, responsibility agreements, and four conditions regarding commercial character and function secured through 
zoning and agreements, as specified in the policy. 6.5.3 vii) 

OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL LANDS 

Prior to any development taking place on privately owned lands, an Environmental Impact Study shall be provided. 
6.6.3 e) 

Development shall be compatible with its context, including natural heritage areas. Where necessary, facilities shall be 
designed to provide adequate spatial separation, buffer planting, landscaping and fencing to minimize potential 
adverse effects. 6.6.3 f) 

Adequate parking facilities shall be established. Access points to recreational areas and associated parking shall be 
designed to minimize potential conflicts between vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 6.6.3 h) 

Seasonal Tent, Trailer and Recreational Vehicle Parks are subject to similar policies applicable to TTRV Parks in Shore 
Lands [6.5.3 vi]. 6.6.3 i) ii) 
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PUBLIC LANDS 

Uses shall be determined by the Federal or Provincial governments. 6.7.3 a) 

Prior to any development within the Public Lands designation, consultation shall take place between the appropriate 
government agency and the County to consider such plans for development and to ensure that new development is 
carried out in a manner which minimizes social, economic and environmental impacts. 6.7.3 b) 

AGGREGATE RESOURCE LANDS 

Existing active and licensed mineral aggregate operations shall be recognized in the Zoning By-law. 6.8.3 c) 

Access to extractive operations shall be from a public road that is of a construction and standard to service associated 
traffic. Haul routes should be identified. 6.8.3 d) 

An Official Plan amendment is required for the expansion of any extractive operation that is to be located on land not 
currently designated Aggregate Resources on Schedule A. 6.8.3 f) 

OVERLAY DESIGNATIONS AND SYMBOLS     Note: Identified on Schedules C, D & F 

Tourism Corridors ─ Identified on Schedule F 

The County shall promote the provision of roadside park areas, camera stops near scenic overlooks, and access to 
buildings of historical and architectural value. 6.9.2 f) 

Any proposal to convert tourist commercial uses within the tourism corridors to residential uses shall generally be 
discouraged. 6.9.2 i) 

Aggregate Reserves ─ Identified on Schedule D 

On lands adjacent to, or within the areas identified as Aggregate Deposits or as Bedrock Drift Thickness <1 m, 
development which would preclude or hinder new aggregate operations or access to the resource will only be allowed 
if three conditions are met, as specified in policy 6.9.3 b). 

New or expanded mineral aggregate operations on lands not currently designated Aggregate Resource Lands on 
Schedule A shall only be established through amendment to this Plan. New or expanded mineral aggregate operations 
also require appropriate rezoning and licensing. Rezoning applications to allow mineral aggregate operations are 
subject to all relevant policies of this Plan. In considering proposals to establish new aggregate operations, nine 
specific matters will be considered as detailed in the policy. 

It is essential that extraction be carried out with as little social and environmental cost as practical. Provincial 
standards, guidelines and regulations will be used to assist in minimizing impacts. 6.9.3 e) 

All proposals for new or expanded aggregate extraction operations on lands not currently designated Aggregate 
Resource Lands on Schedule A shall include a plan for eventual rehabilitation. The plan shall be subject to five 
provisions specified in policy 6.9.3 f). 

Abandoned Gas Wells ─ Identified on Schedule C 

The County shall require that a proponent of development determine whether a gas well exists or has existed on the 
subject lands, and should a gas well be known to exist or have existed, consult with the Ministry of Natural Resources 
to determine whether a potential hazard exists and if so, what measures can be taken to ensure that the gas well is 
properly plugged, capped or otherwise made safe in accordance with Provincial standards. Specifically: 
i. The construction of buildings within 75 m of an unplugged gas well shall not be permitted. No buildings shall be 

constructed directly on top of any plugged gas well; and 
ii. No new wells shall be drilled within 75 m from existing residential, institutional, commercial or industrial 

development or within 50 m from any public road allowance, utility corridor, electrical transmission line or railway 
right-of-way. 6.9.4 b) 

As a condition of approving any development, the County shall require that all existing or abandoned gas wells 
discovered on the subject site have been properly plugged in accordance with Provincial standards prior to 
development. If an existing or abandoned gas well is discovered during development, it shall be properly plugged in 
accordance with Provincial standards prior to the continuation of development. 6.9.4 c) 

The County shall require on lands where abandoned gas wells are located, at a minimum, that any new building or 
structure requiring a building permit be reviewed by a qualified professional for the possibility of methane gas 
infiltration in the building or structure and, where there is a danger of methane gas infiltration, that a detection and 
ventilation system be designed by a qualified engineer and installed. 6.9.4 d) 

The County shall encourage methane gas detection devices be installed in all existing homes and in all existing public, 
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institutional, recreational and commercial buildings. 6.9.4 e) 

Potential Fire Hazards ─ Identified on Schedule C 

In addition to the other applicable policies of this Plan, development shall generally be directed to areas outside of 
lands that are unsafe for development due to the presence of hazardous forest types for wildland fire. Development 
may, however, be permitted on lands with hazardous forest types for wildland fire where the risk is mitigated in 
accordance with wildland fire assessment and mitigation standards. 6.9.5 a) 

Unexploded Ordnance Area ─ Identified on Schedule C 

The subject area is identified on Schedule B as the Carrying Place Natural Core Area and includes Provincially 
Significant Wetlands and a Provincially Significant Area of Natural and Scientific Interest, and as such new 
development is prohibited. 6.9.6 b) 

The County will work with Federal authorities to implement an appropriate management plan for this site. The 
management plan shall: i) Carry out a site characterization and risk assessment; ii) Develop a contaminated site 
management strategy; iii) Implement the contaminated site management strategy; and iv) Monitor results. 6.9.6 c) 

Wayside Pits and Quarries 
The establishment of wayside pits and quarries is permitted throughout the County, except in areas of existing 
residential development or within the Environmental Protection designation identified on Schedule A. In these areas, 
a zoning amendment together with an Environmental Impact Study shall be required. 6.10.1 

Portable Asphalt Plants 
The establishment of portable asphalt plants is permitted throughout the Rural Lands and Prime Agricultural Area 
designations without amendment to this Plan. 6.10.2 a) 

All Ministry of the Environment separation distances must be met by the plant. 6.10.2 b) 

NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM  ─ Components are identified on Schedules A, B, C & D 

General Policies 
Larger scale development is to be discouraged within the Natural Core Areas and Linkages as a way to ensure that 
negative impacts are avoided. Key to the approach taken in this Plan is to ensure that appropriate attention is paid to 
the specific locational details of such development activities in relation to the Natural Heritage System (its features 
and functions), to the scale of development and to mitigation measures to be implemented as part of any such 
proposal. 7.4 h) 

The County encourages opportunities for landscape restoration and enhancement in relationship to existing land use 
activities, and will seek out opportunities for landscape restoration and enhancement as offsetting measures in its 
review of proposed developments and development applications. 7.4 i) 

Environmental Protection Designation ─ Identified on Schedule A 

Development shall not be permitted in the Environmental Protection designation. Further, development shall not be 
permitted on lands adjacent to the Environmental Protection designation unless the ecological function of the 
adjacent lands has been evaluated through an Environmental Impact Study that demonstrates, to the satisfaction of 
the County, Quinte Conservation and any other agency having jurisdiction, that there will be no negative impacts on 
the natural heritage features and areas or on their ecological functions. 7.5.1 c) 

Notwithstanding c) above, no policy in this Section of this Plan is intended to limit the ability of agricultural uses to 
continue. 7.5.1 d) 

For individual rural severances and the development of a single-detached dwelling, the need to collect information on 
more precise significant wetlands and/or ANSI boundaries can be avoided by ensuring all development (building 
envelope and associated amenity area and driveway) are located well over 30 m from the identified feature. 7.5.1 f) 

For larger scale development an Environmental Impact Study shall be prepared for any development within 120 m of 
identified significant wetlands and/or ANSIs. The Environmental Impact Study shall, at a minimum, identify that there 
will be no negative impacts on the natural heritage features and areas or their ecological functions and how any 
development activities are to be compatible with the feature and area. In addition: i) Under no circumstances will the 
minimum buffer area adjacent to a significant wetland/ANSI feature be less than 30 m and ii) Any required buffer shall 
seek to enhance existing significant wetland and/or ANSI values through buffer improvements, or is to be left in, or 
allowed to revert to, a natural condition. 7.5.1 g) 

Natural Core Areas ─ Identified on Schedule B 

The identification of Natural Core Areas is not intended to restrict ongoing rural or agricultural uses, which generally 
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are quite compatible with the natural functions carried out within these areas. Low density residential development 
will continue to be permitted within Natural Core Areas, subject to the applicable policies of this Plan. Official Plan 
amendments that would facilitate new larger scale residential, commercial or industrial development will not be 
permitted within Natural Core Areas. 7.6.2 d) 

Working with Quinte Conservation and its other partners, the County will prioritize lands within Natural Core Areas 
for their securement into public ownership, or for the placement of these lands into Land Trusts, or for seeking 
funding and partnership opportunities. 7.6.2 e) 

Natural Core Area Linkages ─ Identified on Schedule B 

The rural landscape in and of itself contributes to the values of such areas as Linkages. The identification of these 
Linkages is not intended to restrict ongoing rural or agricultural land uses, which generally are quite compatible with 
the linkage function. Low density residential development will continue to be permitted within the areas identified as 
Natural Core Area Linkages. However, new larger scale residential, commercial or industrial development will be 
encouraged to locate outside of the lands identified as Natural Core Area Linkages, wherever possible. 7.6.2 b) 

When larger scale residential, commercial or industrial development is proposed within Natural Core Area Linkages, it 
may be considered if it can be demonstrated that such development will not have a negative impact on the crucial 
ecological connectivity function or the ecological functions of any natural features contained within the area. As part 
of the approval process, an Environmental Impact Study may be required to ensure the ecological function of the 
Linkage is maintained through appropriate land use controls and resource management. 7.6.2 c) 

Feature Specific Policies 

Wetlands – Other ─ Identified on Schedule B 

Development shall not be permitted within an identified Wetland – Other feature. Development shall also not be 
permitted within 30 m of an identified Wetland – Other feature unless the ecological function of the feature has been 
evaluated through an Environmental Impact Study that demonstrates there will be no negative impacts on the feature 
or its ecological functions. 7.7.2 b) 

Notwithstanding 7.7.2 b), no policy in this Section is intended to limit the ability of agricultural uses to continue. 7.7.2 
c) 

The boundaries of the Wetland – Other shown on Schedule B are generalized. Where new development is proposed in 
proximity to any identified Wetland – Other feature, more precise definition of the feature and required buffer limits 
may be established through the preparation of an Environmental Impact Study. 7.7.2 d) 

For individual rural severances and the development of a single-detached dwelling, the need to collect information on 
more precise Wetland - Other boundaries can be avoided by ensuring all development activities (building envelope 
and associated amenity area and driveway) are located well over 30 m from the identified feature. 7.7.2 e) 

For larger scale development an Environmental Impact Study shall be prepared for any development in proximity to a 
Wetland – Other. The Environmental Impact Study shall, at a minimum, identify that there will be no negative impacts 
on the natural feature, or its associated ecological functions and how any development activities are to be compatible 
with the feature. 7.7.2 f) 

Woodlands ─ Identified on Schedule B 

The identification of Natural Core Areas on Schedule B has had specific regard to the protection of a number of the 
larger woodlands as part of a mosaic of protected habitats. There are many large woodlands outside of these areas, 
which must be considered in the review of development applications, particularly applications for larger scale 
residential, commercial or industrial development. In general, development shall not be permitted within woodlands 
identified in Schedule B. In addition, development shall not be permitted on lands adjacent to the identified 
woodlands, unless the ecological function of the adjacent lands has been evaluated through an Environmental Impact 
Study that demonstrates there will be no negative impacts on the woodlands or their ecological functions. 7.7.3 b) 

Notwithstanding b) above, no policy in this Section of this Plan is intended to limit the ability of agricultural uses to 
continue. 7.7.3 c) 

For larger scale development, specific analysis of woodland features within the development, and demonstration that 
proposed development will be sensitive to the protection of such features, will be required as part of the development 
review process. Where feasible, such development should seek to enhance existing woodland values through 
management and planting. 7.7.3 e) 

Steep Slopes ─ Identified on Schedule C 

The protection of Steep Slopes and escarpment features will be encouraged by the County. The County will direct new 
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development away from identified Steep Slopes. For larger scale development, a specific analysis of how development 
activities within proximity of Steep Slopes avoid or mitigate the impacts on those features will be required as part of 
the development review process. 7.7.4 c) 

Water Resources ─ Identified on Schedules C & D 

In reviewing all development applications, the County will have regard to land use practices which could compromise 
the integrity of source water and groundwater, including for example those involving storage of fuel, petroleum 
solvents, chlorinated solvents, pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, construction equipment, road salt and other 
contaminants, the generation of hazardous materials and waste disposal sites. For facilities where such uses are being 
considered, the applicant must prepare and abide by a Risk Management Plan aimed at reducing or eliminating the 
risks of any such materials being released into the natural environment. 7.7.5 b) 

Schedule C: Constraint Areas shows Source Water Protection Zones identified in relation to the water supplies of 
various communities within the County. Within these identified zones, the County is to work with Quinte 
Conservation in ensuring an additional level of vigilance that land use activities do not have the potential to 
compromise the quality of these drinking water supplies. 7.7.5 c) 

Major Groundwater Recharge Areas are identified on Schedule D: Resource Areas. Groundwater needs to be 
protected to promote public health, and as an essential resource for urban and rural water supplies, agricultural 
production and the maintenance of the Natural Heritage System. 7.7.5 d) 

Maintaining a sustainable groundwater supply is a priority to meet the needs of current and future residents. The 
County recognizes a relationship between groundwater and surface water in terms of recharge and discharge 
functions. The policies of this Plan are intended to address both groundwater and surface water protection. The 
County commits to pursuing the following directions to protect or enhance the function of Major Groundwater 
Recharge Areas: 
i. Protect the hydrogeological functions of the broader groundwater systems in the County; 
ii. Ensure that land use planning decisions contribute to the protection, maintenance and enhancement of water and 

related resources and aquatic systems on an integrated watershed management basis with a focus on the 
protection of the base flows required for wetlands and stream systems that make significant contributions to the 
groundwater recharge system; 

iii. Protect surface and groundwater quality through the use of regulatory and voluntary means of prohibiting, 
restricting or influencing land uses and activities within, or in proximity to the identified Major Groundwater 
Recharge Areas; 

iv. Ensure levels of wastewater treatment that are appropriate for the size, location and scale of development 
anticipated within, or in proximity to the identified Major Groundwater Recharge Areas; 

v. Ensure development does not alter groundwater levels to the detriment of surrounding users and resources; 
vi. Encourage agricultural practices that protect water resources; and 
vii. Require appropriate impact studies when development proposals have the potential to affect groundwater 

systems/resources. 7.7.5 e) 

Flood Lines ─ Identified on Schedule C 

The County recognizes the importance of effective flood plain management in order to prevent the loss of life, 
property damage and social disruption in the event of a regulatory flood. It supports the role of Quinte Conservation 
in carrying out its mandate under the Conservation Authorities Act. 7.7.6 b) 

The County will work in partnership with Quinte Conservation in ensuring development applications are in keeping 
with other policy requirements of that Authority. Where Quinte Conservation policies are more restrictive than the 
policies in this Plan in protecting floodplains, the policies of Quinte Conservation will prevail. 7.7.6 c) 

Regulatory Flood elevations have been established for Lake Ontario and the Bay of Quinte, Roblin Lake, East Lake, 
West Lake, Consecon Lake, Consecon Creek, Slab Creek, Marsh Creek, Bloomfield Creek, Macaulay Creek, and Lane 
Creek. Where regulatory flood elevations have not been established, a minimum setback of 15 m from the top of the 
bank shall be maintained, until such time as regulatory flood elevations have been established. 7.7.6 d) 

No new development, expansion of existing uses and/or site alteration (i.e. filling) is permitted below the regulatory 
flood elevation. Exceptions to this requirement would be to permit structures necessary for flood and/or erosion 
control works or structures such as docks. Minor extensions or replacement of existing buildings or structures may be 
permitted, subject to the regulations and approval of Quinte Conservation. 7.7.6 e) 
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Waring’s Creek Sub-Watershed ─ Identified on Schedule B 

Waring’s Creek has been identified as a coldwater stream, with a Fisheries Management Plan having been developed 
and implemented. The County recognizes the sensitivity of Waring’s Creek, and the substantial efforts that have been 
made towards its protection and enhancement. 7.7.7 a) 

The Waring’s Creek Sub-Watershed is a connected ecosystem that includes multiple features and ecological functions. 
A riparian area extending a minimum 30 m out from the Creek and the edge of any tributaries, and any additional 
wetlands or other features providing groundwater discharge to the Creek and its tributaries, are to be protected. 7.7.7 
b) 

UNMAPPED NATURAL HERITAGE FEATURES 

Watercourses and Shoreline Buffers 
Buffering of watercourses is important to ensure the protection of these natural functions. Coldwater systems require 
larger buffers than warm water systems: 
i. All watercourses, together with a riparian zone extending a minimum 15 m from their shorelines, are to be 

protected; and 
ii. The shorelines of Lake Ontario, the Bay of Quinte and all inland lakes shall be protected by riparian zone/natural 

buffer of at least 20 m. With only minor exceptions, subject to the approval of the County, Quinte Conservation or 
any agency having jurisdiction, grading will not be permitted within this riparian zone/natural buffer and buildings 
and structures will require a further 5 m setback. 7.8.2 b) 

Endangered and Threatened Species 
All development applications are to be screened to determine whether they could negatively impact endangered or 
threatened species or their habitat. Where there are potential concerns, the applicant will be required to address 
these in accordance with the requirements of the Endangered Species Act. For larger scale development, specific 
analysis of how any development activities are compatible with the protection of Species at Risk will be required by 
the County as part of its review process. 7.8.3 b) 

Where there are uncertainties regarding potential implications of any proposed development on Species at Risk, the 
proponent will be required to consult with the Ministry of Natural Resources and demonstrate that they have had 
appropriate regard to the requirements of the Endangered Species Act. 7.8.3 c) 

Significant Wildlife Habitat 
Development shall not be permitted in areas of fish habitat or habitat of endangered species and/or threatened 
species, except in accordance with applicable Provincial and Federal requirements. Further, development shall not be 
permitted on lands adjacent to identified fish habitat or habitat of endangered species and/or threatened species 
unless the ecological function of the adjacent lands has been evaluated through an Environmental Impact Study that 
demonstrates there will be no negative impacts on the fish or wildlife habitats. 7.8.4 a) 

Notwithstanding a) above, no policy in this Section is intended to limit the ability of agricultural uses to continue. 7.8.4 
b) 

The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan 
The County supports the Remedial Action Plan to restore and enhance the ecosystem of the Bay of Quinte. It will work 
with its partners in ensuring all development applications have appropriate regard for protecting against nutrient 
enrichment, bacteriological contamination, the discharge of persistent toxic contaminants and the destruction of fish 
and wildlife habitat. 
i. The County will seek out opportunities to enhance fish and wildlife habitat in its review of development 

applications; and 
ii. The County will work with its partners to assist in the development and implementation of projects which can 

improve water quality to the Bay of Quinte watershed or improve fish and wildlife habitat. 7.9 h) 

PART lll: QUALITY OF PLACE 

COUNTY DESIGN 

General Policies 
Development patterns and the detailed design of the public and private realm throughout the County shall contribute 
positively towards the quality of place experience that has attracted residents, visitors and businesses, to ensure the 
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County remains an attractive place to live, work and play. 8.2 a) 

Development patterns and the detailed design of the public and private realm throughout the County will support the 
creation of healthy, complete and accessible communities for people of all ages. This includes providing safe 
pedestrian and cycling facilities, and convenient access to fresh food, other goods, services and amenities in proximity 
to where people live and work. 8.2 b) 

The principle of compatible development will be applied to all development applications to ensure the sensitive 
integration of new development with existing built forms and landscapes in a way that enhances the image and 
character of the County. 8.2 c) 

Within the framework of compatible development, the County shall support and encourage contemporary 
development that interprets and enriches living culture, and thereby creates a 21st century cultural heritage for future 
generations. 8.2 d) 

To ensure development is compatible, particular attention shall be paid to the following design considerations when 
evaluating any application for development: 
i. Heights should generally be consistent with the prevailing heights in proximity to the development; 
ii. Massing should be consistent with the prevailing forms of the surrounding buildings with respect to the visible 

volume and scale of the building from the street; 
iii. The siting, scale and massing should not interfere with the provision of adequate privacy conditions for adjacent 

residential buildings and their outdoor amenity areas; 
iv. The siting, building design and landscape design should protect and enhance cultural and natural heritage features 

on or adjacent to the development site; and 
v. Buildings should be oriented to the street with setbacks that are consistent with other buildings in the area. 8.2 e) 
The design policies of this Plan shall be implemented through the appropriate application of the vision, principles, 
objectives and policies of this Plan during the review of applications for Official Plan Amendments, Secondary Plans, 
Zoning By-Law Amendments and/or Site Plan Approval, where applicable. The County may consider conditions of 
Draft Plan approval and/or Development Agreements as tools for implementing the design policies of this Plan, 
among other matters. 8.2 g) 

The County shall update its Comprehensive Zoning By-Law to fully implement and conform with the design policies of 
this Plan and other regulatory elements related to lot size, the location of buildings on a lot, the height and density of 
various built-forms, development transition techniques, and other elements of building design identified in this Plan 
that are appropriate for a Zoning By-Law, as permitted by the Planning Act. 8.2 h) 

In addition, the County shall create a Site Plan Approval Manual that expresses the County’s objectives for landscape 
details, sustainability elements, as well as the appropriate architectural design details, as permitted by the Planning 
Act. 8.2 i) 

Design Policies for Villages and Hamlets 
To support a compact built form, new development shall generally occur incrementally as infilling within or contiguous 
to the existing built-up areas. 8.3 a) 

To further support a compact built form in Villages and Hamlets, natural heritage features shall be maintained as a 
buffer between Villages and Hamlets and the abutting Rural Lands and Prime Agricultural Areas. 8.3 b) 

To support the development of walkable Village and Hamlet centres that offer a concentration of goods, services and 
amenities, non-residential uses will be directed to locate adjacent to or in proximity to existing commercial and 
institutional uses. 8.3 c) 

Residential and commercial infilling, as well as renovations and additions to existing buildings, shall be a visual and 
economic asset, and be compatible with existing development. 8.3 e) 

Design for single-detached dwellings, multi-unit buildings, townhouses, commercial buildings, community buildings 
and daycares shall have regard for the 28 design considerations specified in 8.3 f) to l). 

The County shall utilize the planning tools at its disposal to the maximum extent possible, to ensure new community 
uses are designed as accessible places for all people, regardless of their age, ability, mode of travel, or status in life. 
Universal design may be required in the design of walkways, curbs, driveways, building entrances, amenity areas, 
signage, and parking areas. 8.3 j) 

In addition to the other policies of this Plan, where daycares are permitted, they must include an outdoor play area 
with natural or built shade structures and must be well buffered from adjacent residential uses. Parking for daycares 
shall not be located in the front yard of any new building. 8.3 l) 
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Design Policies for Rural Lands and Prime Agricultural Areas 
Development on Rural Lands or within Prime Agriculture Areas will be in patterns and at densities that do not create 
negative impacts on the Natural Heritage System and do not compromise the pastoral qualities traditionally 
associated with the County’s countryside. 8.4 a) 

Limited opportunities for new development on Rural Lands and in Prime Agricultural Areas will include consents, the 
development of second dwelling units, extensions to existing buildings, and other development that promotes the 
ongoing agricultural economy, while preserving the natural resources and the rural character of the County. 8.4 b) 

Care will be taken to ensure the compatibility of new development with existing land uses, and to preserving the 
character of rural residential development as a lifestyle alternative to the more urban areas of the County. 8.4 c) 

Rural commercial uses will be encouraged to locate in compact nodes, at centralized areas such as major road 
intersections, and grouped in such a manner that the surrounding rural landscape and scenic views are retained. Strip 
or ribbon commercial development, especially along the fringe areas close to the Urban Centres and Villages shall not 
be permitted. 8.4 d) 

New development on Rural Lands and within Prime Agricultural Areas shall consider the built form character of its 
rural location. Buildings shall have minimal set backs from the road, and multiple building proposals will be developed 
in clusters, creating groups of buildings similar to historic Ontario farm developments. Tree planting will be 
encouraged to line driveways, and to shelter and buffer the building clusters. 8.4 e) 

Where permitted, new residential buildings shall have regard for the following: 
i. Residential development by infilling as defined in this Plan, may be permitted between two houses separated by 

not more than 100 m; 
ii. Property owners shall, whenever possible, incorporate the following design principles into the development of a 

residential property: 
- incorporate or re-use existing rural structures, trees, slopes and natural features; 
- include a treed buffer of diverse native species between the residence and the roadway; 
- where feasible, place residences and buildings at the edges of fields or forests as opposed to in open fields, in 

order to reduce visual impact, to provide shelter from natural elements and to maintain open views and scenic 
areas; 

- place driveways along hedgerows, walls or fences, or at edges of fields to lessen the development impact, 
wherever practical; and 

- use simple materials and finishes that are consistent with rural architecture and make a positive contribution 
to the attractive qualities of the pastoral countryside. 8.4 f) 

New commercial buildings shall have regard for five design principles, as specified in policy 8.4 g). 

Design Policies for Shore Lands 
The following design considerations will be incorporated in development:  
i. The built form should blend into the natural landscape as much as is practical. Buildings and structures should 

maintain a low profile. Prominent buildings may be considered for resort commercial development, if it is 
designed as a landmark and is in keeping with the building style and environment of the surrounding area; 

ii. Natural shorelines will be retained or restored; 
iii. Lot sizes will respond to the natural landscape, topographic features and the character of the adjacent waterbody;  
iv. Rock faces, steep slopes and vistas should be preserved and vegetation should be maintained within viewscapes 

and along ridge lines;  
v. Native species should be used for planted buffers and where vegetation is being restored; 
vi. Building mass and coverage should be limited in relation to the size and frontage of the property and shall be in 

keeping with the character of the surrounding area; 
vii. Lot lines should follow existing features and terrain and should be configured so that conflicts between abutting 

properties are minimized, particularly at the shoreline; and 
viii. Setbacks from roads shall be sufficient to provide and maintain a natural buffer between the development and 

the road, in order to maintain a vegetative character along the roads; however, the appropriate waterfront 
setback should take precedence when a lot has insufficient depth to provide a buffer at both the shoreline and the 
road. 8.5 b) 

Where development is of a scale that requires Draft Plan Approval, either for a subdivision or a condominium, or is 
subject to Site Plan Approval, the site shall be comprehensively planned in accordance with the policies of this Plan, 
and shall be required to incorporate public access to the water’s edge and to include trails in suitable locations 
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internally or at the periphery of the site. Further, these larger scale developments shall be designed to avoid the 
complete development and privatization of the shoreline with a single or multiple rows of buildings or lots. Gaps for 
visual access to the water from land, or to the countryside from the water shall be provided. 8.5 c) 

Primary access for new residential and commercial development in the Shore Lands designation shall only be by a 
public road. 8.5 d) 

Green Design 
The County shall support and encourage green design initiatives that improve air quality by: 
i. Enhancing the tree canopy, particularly along tourism corridors and in the Urban Centres and Villages; 

ii. Reducing the area of impervious surfaces and using light-coloured/high albedo paving materials on County-owned 
properties, and encouraging the same for private developments; 

iii. Considering reduced parking standards to limit the impact of car parking, where appropriate; 
iv. Providing priority parking spaces for carpool, ride sharing, and ultra low emission vehicles; 
v. Using locally sourced materials in construction to reduce transportation-related emissions; and 

vi. Promoting a compact form of development that consumes less land and includes an energy-efficient mix of land 
uses in Secondary Plan areas and in plans of subdivision. 8.6.2 b) 

The County shall support and encourage green design initiatives that enhance opportunities for active transportation 
by: 
i. Providing for mixed-use development in Settlement Areas so that services and amenities can be accessed within 

easy walking or cycling distance; and 
ii. Developing or expanding active transportation facilities including bicycle parking, sidewalk connectivity, sidewalk 

curb ramps, pathways and trails. 8.6.2 c) 
The County shall support and encourage green design initiatives that support energy efficiency and reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions by: 
i. Encouraging passive solar orientation to permit enhanced energy efficiencies by creating optimum conditions for 

the use of passive and active solar strategies. The integration of passive building systems is enhanced with 
buildings oriented to maximize the potential for sunlight and natural ventilation; 

ii. Encouraging on-site, small scale renewable energy generation facilities such as geothermal, solar and wind power; 
iii. Using energy efficient light fixtures and home appliances; 
iv. Minimizing air leakage through the use of energy efficient windows and ensuring doors are properly sealed; 
v. Encouraging the use of high efficiency heating and cooling equipment; and 

vi. Employing a free cooling strategy by maximizing the tree canopy and the strategic placement of deciduous trees 
to assist with summer evapotranspiration and shading. The placement of coniferous trees can help to mitigate 
cold winter winds. 8.6.2 d) 

The County shall support and encourage green design initiatives that promote water conservation and improved 
water quality by: 
i. Encouraging the achievement of 10% greater water efficiency than required under the Ontario Building Code for 

all new buildings; 
ii. Promoting the use of water-saving fixtures and appliances; 

iii. Encouraging the implementation of Low Impact Design Standards that emphasize the use of native, drought 
tolerant and non-invasive plants, bio-swales, constructed wetlands, at-source infiltration, greywater re-use 
system, rainwater harvesting, and alternative filtration systems such as treatment trains; 

iv. Discouraging the use of potable water for outdoor watering; and 
v. Exploring efficiencies in municipal water treatment and distribution systems. 8.6.2 e) 
County shall support and encourage local food production and access to fresh local food by: 
i. Encouraging community gardens in existing County-owned properties and new parkland spaces in Settlement 

Areas; 
ii. Encouraging farmers markets and farm stands throughout the County; 

iii. Permitting the keeping of livestock for personal use on residential properties, in accordance with the Province’s 
Minimum Distance Separation Formulae; 

iv. Encouraging opportunities for edible landscapes, both within the public and private realm, through the 
conservation of existing orchard trees or by incorporating orchard trees as part of proposed landscaping plans. 
8.6.2 f) 

The County shall promote waste reduction and diversion from landfill by encouraging seven specific activities as 
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detailed in policy 8.6.2 g). 

The County shall support efforts to mitigate light pollution by ensuring that exterior lighting is properly shielded and 
does not fall outside of the building envelope and that interior lighting does not extend to the exterior of the building. 
8.6.2 h) 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

The County recognizes the importance of its cultural heritage resources and will identify such resources while 
encouraging their conservation, restoration, maintenance and enhancement. 9.2 a) 

All new development permitted by the land use policies and designations of this Plan shall: 
i. Have regard for cultural heritage resources; 

ii. Be planned in a manner that conserves and enhances the context in which cultural heritage resources are 
situated; and 

iii. Wherever possible, incorporate these resources into any new development plans. 9.2 b). 

The County shall encourage partnerships with land trusts and private sector partners to promote the appropriate 
conservation of these cultural heritage resources. 9.2 c) 

The inventory, evaluation and conservation of cultural heritage resources of all types shall conform to the applicable 
standards and guidelines available in the Parks Canada Standards and Guidelines for Historic Places in Canada, the 
Ontario Heritage Toolkit, and the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport Eight Guiding Principles in the Conservation 
of Built Heritage Properties. 9.2 f) 

The County shall maintain a municipal register of properties of interest (listed properties) and designated properties, 
in the office of the County Clerk. 9.2 h) 

Development applications of a listed or designated heritage property having known cultural heritage attributes or 
development adjacent to a listed or designated property, will require a Heritage Impact Assessment to demonstrate 
how the heritage attributes and integrity of the listed or designated heritage property are to be conserved and how 
any impacts may be mitigated. This HIA shall be prepared to the satisfaction of the County, and other appropriate 
authorities having jurisdiction. 9.2 n) 

The heritage attributes and historic character of any designated heritage property, as defined through a Heritage 
Impact Assessment, shall be conserved or enhanced through the careful consideration of plans for additions, 
alterations, renovation and restoration. 9.2 o) 

For County-owned, designated cultural heritage resources of all types, the County shall: 
i. Ensure the appropriate conservation and enhancement of the identified heritage attributes; 
ii. Promote their adaptive re-use; and 
iii. Prepare Heritage Impact Assessments or Heritage Management Plans, where necessary. 9.2 t) 
The County shall standardize and streamline the heritage property/building alteration permit process, and may 
consider a delegated staff approval authority for designated properties and/or buildings. 9.2 u) 

If an area is considered to be an area of marine archaeological potential, particularly along shorelines and 
waterfronts, the County will require the proponent to carry out a marine archaeological assessment by a licensed 
marine archaeologist to the satisfaction of the County and the Province pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act. 9.3 c) 

The County will respect the integrity of archaeological remains on site and require sufficient investigation and 
mitigation to ensure their preservation. 9.3 d) 

A Stage 1 archaeological assessment will be prepared prior to submission of an application for plan of subdivision or 
plan of condominium and may be required for other applications where substantial site alteration is contemplated. 
Where the Stage 1 study identifies Areas of Archaeological Potential, a further Stage 2 archaeological assessment and 
fieldwork by a licensed archaeologist will be provided at the time of submission of an application for plan of 
subdivision or plan of condominium. If archaeological resources are identified in the assessment, the application will 
include a conservation plan to conserve any archaeological resources identified for protection. 9.3 e) 

All archaeological assessment reports will be reviewed and a compliance letter issued by the Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport. A copy of the assessment report and the compliance letter will be provided to the County by the 
licensed archaeologist who completed the assessment. The County will maintain copies of all reports and compliance 
letters for information purposes. 9.3 f) 

The County, using Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport criteria for determining Areas of Archaeological Potential as 
a guide, will determine the potential for impacts on archaeological resources from any new development. Where such 
potential is determined to exist, as a condition of land development the proponent will retain a licensed archaeologist 
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to carry out an archaeological assessment of the subject property prior to any demolition, grading or other soil 
disturbance in compliance to provincial archaeological assessment standards and guidelines. 9.3 g) 

Upon receiving information that lands proposed for development may include archaeological resources or constitute 
an area of archaeological potential, the County will not take any action to approve the development, and the owner of 
such land will be requested to have studies carried out by qualified persons to: 
i. Assess the property; 

ii. Assess the impact of the proposed development; 
iii. Indicate methods to mitigate any negative impact of the proposed development on any archaeological resources, 

including methods of recovery and preservation; 
iv. Comply with current Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport standards and guidelines for consulting 

archaeologists; and 
v. Provide a compliance letter issued by the Province for any completed archaeological study. 9.3 i) 

Where burial sites are encountered during any excavation or other action, the provisions of the Cemeteries Act and its 
regulations will apply. Where First Nations burials are discovered, consultation will occur with the nearest First Nation 
and the Nation with the closest cultural affiliation, if that can be determined. 9.3 j) 

Where aboriginal archaeological resources are found or where it is determined that proposed development or site 
alteration may negatively impact aboriginal interests then consultation will occur with the appropriate First Nation 
and Métis groups. 9.3 k) 

A contingency plan will be prepared and updated regularly with the advice of a licensed archaeologist and the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport and adopted by By-Law, for emergency situations to protect archaeological 
resources that are accidentally discovered or are under imminent threat(s). 9.3 m) 

The County will keep confidential the existence and location of archaeological sites to protect against vandalism, 
disturbance, and the inappropriate removal of resources. 9.3 n) 

HOUSING 

General Policies  
The County shall promote greater housing diversity by requiring a mix of housing types, sizes and densities and 
encouraging a mixture of tenures and affordability which will accommodate changes in community needs over time. 
The County shall promote opportunities for increased housing densities and intensification for residential 
development within the identified Settlement Areas. 10.3 a) 

The County shall work with the Prince Edward County Sub-Local Health Integration Network and Prince Edward 
Lennox and Addington Social Services to ensure an adequate supply of appropriately scaled accessible housing forms, 
including: assisted living; special needs housing; nursing homes and other forms of housing for seniors; and innovative 
housing models such as co-housing. 10.3 b) 

Appropriately scaled accessible housing forms shall be integrated within the identified Urban Settlement Areas where 
community services and amenities are easily accessible to ensure people with special needs have the best opportunity 
to care for themselves as much as possible in a non-institutional setting. Special needs housing and emergency 
housing shall be permitted in any designation that permits residential uses. 10.3 c) 

This Plan establishes a County-wide target for affordable housing at 25 percent of all new housing units. Further, this 
Plan anticipates that the target for affordable housing will be met primarily within the Urban Centres of Picton, 
Wellington and Rossmore, as set out within their individual Secondary Plan policies that require a minimum of 33 
percent of all new housing be affordable. 10.3 d) 

This Plan does not establish a specific target for affordable housing for new development within the Villages Hamlets, 
Rural Lands, Prime Agricultural Areas and Shore Lands designations. In those locations, affordable housing will be 
primarily encouraged, in conformity with the policies of this Plan. 10.3 e) 

This Plan establishes a County-wide target of accommodating 10 percent of its projected growth through residential 
intensification within the identified Settlement Areas, and with a clear focus on the Urban Centres of Picton, 
Wellington and Rossmore. 10.3 f) 

Second units shall be permitted and encouraged within existing single-detached, semi-detached and townhouse 
dwellings throughout the County. Garden suites shall be permitted and encouraged on all residential lots containing 
single-detached dwellings throughout the County. 10.3 g) 

The County shall maintain the ability to accommodate future residential growth for a minimum of 10 years through 
residential intensification and the development of land designated and available for all forms of residential 
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development, particularly within the Urban Centres of Picton, Wellington and Rossmore, where Secondary Plans have 
been approved. 10.3 h) 

The County shall maintain servicing capacity within the municipal sewer and water systems to provide a minimum 
three-year supply of residential units in draft approved and registered plans, or in cases of residential intensification, 
land appropriately zoned and available for development. As such, the County shall monitor its available land supply 
and infrastructure capacity to ensure its ability to enable the timely delivery of housing that meets community needs. 
10.3 i) 

The County shall support the conversion of seasonal dwellings to permanent houses, subject to meeting the following 
criteria: 
i. The seasonal dwelling is accommodated on a site that has frontage on a public road; 

ii. The sewage treatment and water supply systems/facilities are adequate to sustain the year round occupation of 
the seasonal dwelling; 

iii. The seasonal dwelling and its associated site meet all of the requirements of this Plan; and 
iv. The seasonal dwelling meets all of the requirements of the Ontario Building Code. 10.3 j) 

Social and Affordable Housing 
The County shall work with and recognize Prince Edward Lennox and Addington Social Services (PELASS) as the Service 
Manager responsible for delivering social and affordable housing, in accordance with the Prince Edward Lennox and 
Addington Long Term Housing and Homelessness Plan. 10.4 a) 

The following strategies shall be considered by the County in an effort to incentivize affordable housing: 
i. Consider affordable housing as a priority use for surplus County-owned land and work with other levels of 

government to make surplus land available to providers of affordable housing at little or no cost; 
ii. Provide targeted relief from development, planning, permit, and other fees normally charged for projects that 

provide permanent affordable housing; 
iii. Apply for government grants and/or subsidies, including land dedication, that will reduce overall development 

costs; 
iv. Inform the community of government grants available to encourage the creation of second units, converted units, 

and accessory units; 
v. Streamline the approvals process for projects that provide affordable housing; 

vi. Discourage the conversion of existing rental apartments in buildings with more than 4 rental apartment units to 
condominium or other uses where such conversion would result in a reduction of the available amount of 
comparable rental housing. Such conversion will only be considered if the annual CMHC vacancy rate is 3 percent 
or higher and, within the Urban Centres, the applicant meets conversion obligations as defined in the approved 
Secondary Plan.  

vii. Discourage the demolition of rental apartment buildings with more than 4 rental apartment units, unless 
replacement units are provided and the rents of the replacement units are at, or below the average market rents 
in the County at the time of the application; and 

viii. Reduce parking requirements for projects that provide affordable housing. 10.4 c) 
The following agreements/partnerships and associated implementation tools shall be considered by the County in an 
effort to achieve affordable housing objectives: 
i. Enact a Municipal Housing Capital Facilities By-Law under the Municipal Act to enable the County to enter into 

agreements with private and non-profit partners for the provision of affordable housing; 
ii. Coordinate and collaborate with local housing advocacy groups, community partners, government agencies and 

the private sector to support the affordable housing policies of the Plan and to promote innovative housing forms, 
development techniques and incentives that will facilitate the provision of affordable housing,  

iii. Provide planning support services to local housing advocacy groups and community service agencies who are 
interested in pursuing the provision of assisted/special needs housing, supportive housing, emergency shelters 
and transitional housing in the community. 10.4 d) 

Implementation 
The County shall utilize the implementation tools provided in this Plan and/or in the Planning Act to ensure a diversity 
of housing options are available to residents of all ages, abilities and incomes, including but not limited to: 
i. Secondary Plans; 

ii. Zoning By-Law regulations; 
iii. Land Division processes (conditions of approval); 
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iv. Development Agreements; 
v. Height and Density Bonusing provisions; and  

vi. Community Improvement provisions. 10.5 a) 

Monitoring the Housing Supply 
The County shall work with the Province, Prince Edward Lennox and Addington Social Services, post-secondary 
institution(s), and/or community stakeholder groups such as the Affordable Housing Working Group, to develop a 
reliable data source for monitoring rental housing in the regional market. 10.6 a) 

In order to track the County’s housing stock, the County shall monitor, evaluate and report on changes within the 
housing market as well as the County’s progress in achieving its housing objectives through implemented housing 
policies including: 
i. The inventory of vacant lands and lands with the potential for development; 

ii. The affordable housing targets identified within this Plan and in the approved Secondary Plans.  
iii. The supply of residentially-designated lands; 
iv. Residential construction activity, including the tenure and type of housing (single detached, semi-detached, 

townhouse, second units, garden suites and multi-unit forms) being developed; and 
v. Available servicing capacity for residential development to ensure that the housing targets of this Plan can be 

achieved. 10.6 b) 
The County shall review infrastructure programs so that any constraint on the supply of serviced residential land can 
be identified and overcome. 10.6 c) 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The County shall recognize and promote recreation-based tourism opportunities in potential tourist resort areas, 
tourism corridors, trails, provincial parks, and conservation areas, as shown on Schedule F. 11.2 a) 

The development of tourism and commercial facilities in Carrying Place and Rossmore will be promoted to support 
their roles as the “Gateways to the County”. 11.2 c) 

The creative food economy represents a significant growth opportunity that will be leveraged by creating linkages 
between the County’s cultural and agricultural assets, such as museums, galleries, vineyards, and other agri-tourism 
related businesses. 11.2 d) 

The development of more affordable and available accommodation facilities for visitors will be promoted…. 11.2 e) 

The County will facilitate and encourage communication and efforts between tourist operators, tourist information 
centres and Provincial and local agencies, especially regarding Provincial Park development and programs. 11.2 f) 

The importance of the County’s Main Streets will be reinforced by focusing cultural and commercial special events, 
such as music performances and festivals, in these locations. 11.2 h) 

The County supports economic development initiatives in the agricultural sector, including: i) crop diversification, ii) 
conservation farming practices, iii) innovative marketing techniques, iv) food processing and value added facilities, v) 
manufacturing and distribution, vi) organizational techniques to implement and oversee new initiatives, and vii) 
income-generating activities on-site to capture tourism expenditures. 11.2 i) 

The County will encourage the development of housing for temporary workers, in keeping with the Prime Agricultural 
Areas and Rural Lands policies. 11.2 j) 

To meet the needs of small and medium sized businesses (including those with 10 or fewer employees) the County 
will promote the development of small and medium format commercial uses, multi-tenanted commercial facilities, 
and flexible use space options. 11.2 k) 

Surplus and underutilized municipal properties will be evaluated for their potential for commercial and general 
industrial uses. 11.2 l) 

The County will promote apprenticeship, co-op and internship programs in partnership with neighbouring post-
secondary educational institutions, industry organizations and technology based firms and start-ups in the County. 
11.2 n) 

The County will promote the development of rental housing in the Urban Centres. 11.2 o) 

ARTS AND CULTURE 

The County shall recognize the tremendous contribution that arts and culture make to the County’s quality of life and 
local economy by promoting and supporting local artists, arts and cultural organizations, and by maintaining and 
developing culturally-related community facilities such as museums, archives and libraries. 12.2 a) 
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The County will work with public and private partners to enhance the county’s role as a centre for arts and culture. 
12.2 b) 

The County will support the development of arts, heritage and cultural programs, cultural businesses and industries, 
festivals, workshops, events, arts trails, organizations and associations. 12.2 c) 

Where appropriate, the County will provide space within existing community-owned buildings to meet the needs of 
the arts and culture community, and will support the development of new facilities for developing and showcasing 
arts and culture. 12.2 d) 

The County shall recognize municipally-owned museums as the official repository for County collections. 12.2 e) 

The County shall recognize the Prince Edward County Archives as the official repository for historical print information 
and documents pertaining to the history and collective memory of the County. 12.2 f) 

The County shall recognize the County of Prince Edward Public Library and its branches across the County to provide 
important community gathering spaces, and access to educational materials and information. 12.2 g) 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES 

Community uses shall be permitted in the Urban Centre, Village, Shore Lands and Rural Lands designations. The 
County shall be satisfied that the facility or use is compatible with adjacent uses, is appropriate in scale and function, 
and can be adequately serviced.13.2 c) 

Where appropriate, the County shall support the use of heritage properties for community uses, such as tourism 
bureaus, art display spaces and/or civic office space. 13.2 d) 

New community uses shall be directed to Urban Centres and Villages where adequate municipal services are available 
or planned. 13.2 e) 

The priority for developing new community uses shall be on achieving an equal distribution of services and facilities 
throughout the County, and specifically addressing the needs of underserved Settlement Areas. 13.2 f) 

Major community facilities and services serving residents across the County shall be focused in Wellington and Picton. 
13.2 g 

Daycare facilities shall be located throughout the County, in public and private settings. Informal arrangements for 
caring for children in private homes shall be encouraged. The provision of daycare in public and private settings shall 
conform to Provincial legislation and requirements. 13.2 h) 

The County shall encourage the private sector and non-profit organizations to deliver community facilities and 
services that meet the needs of local residents. To do so, the County will share information regarding community 
needs and may provide in-kind staff support. 13.2 i) 

The County shall provide flexibility within planning tools and approval processes to enable local service delivery by the 
private and non-profit sector, including in non-conventional facilities/buildings. The County shall ensure development 
standards do not unreasonably constrict the ability of a proponent to provide a community service. 13.2 j) 

The County shall recognize the important role of places of worship in providing emergency housing and other 
community services to local residents. 13.2 k) 

In recognition of the important role schools play in bringing together communities, the County shall actively promote 
the retention of schools in consultation with the School Boards. 13.2 n) 

The County shall continue to cooperate and coordinate with its many partners in delivering community facilities and 
services. 13.2 p) 

PARKS, OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS NETWORK – Identified on Schedules A & F 

The County shall recognize both municipally and non-municipally owned components of the identified parks, open 
space and trails network as part of a cohesive system, and will work with its partners at Quinte Conservation, Ontario 
Parks, the Ministry of Natural Resources, other Provincial and Federal agencies, and private land owners / 
organizations to coordinate and integrate network planning, expansion, enhancement and maintenance. 14.2 b) 

Facilities shall be designed to provide adequate separation distances from existing abutting uses, and may include 
buffer planting, landscaping and fencing to ensure that any potential adverse effects associated with such uses are 
minimized. 14.2 d) 

The County will ensure the safety, accessibility and attractiveness of the existing components of the network that are 
under its jurisdiction through ongoing maintenance and enhancement programs. 14.2 e) 

Partnerships with community groups will be encouraged to support the maintenance, enhancement and 
programming of the existing components of the network that are under its jurisdiction as vibrant community 
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gathering places and places of recreation. 14.2 f) 

The County shall also make use of any provincial or federal funds that are available to assist in maintaining and 
enhancing the components of the network under its jurisdiction. 14.2 g) 

The priority for the enhancement and expansion of the parks, open space and trails network within the County 
through the development approval process shall be on:  
i. Providing an adequate supply and distribution of parkland to meet the needs of residents;  

ii. Increasing public access to the shoreline, including for passive and active water-based recreational activities; and 
iii. Creating connections between Settlement Areas, tourist destinations and recreation areas to support active 

transportation and community development. 14.2 h) 
The County will acquire lands to obtain improved public access to the shoreline and to the water’s edge in appropriate 
locations throughout the Shore Lands designation, through a variety of means including the parkland dedication 
provisions of this Plan. 14.2 k) 

All development applications will be reviewed and evaluated on the extent to which the creation, expansion and 
enhancement of the County’s parks, open space and trails network can be accomplished as part of the development 
approvals process, including an evaluation of the planning tools available to the County to acquire such lands and 
facilities. 14.2 l) 

Development proposals abutting trail corridors of any type shall be designed and buffered to mitigate any potential 
impacts associated with the use of the trail corridors and to minimize vehicular crossings. 14.2 m) 

Any unopened road allowances that provide public access to the shoreline shall not be closed and conveyed by the 
County to private landowners, unless provisions are made by the landowner to provide enhanced public access to the 
shoreline at an alternate location in the immediate area. 14.2 n) 

Road allowances leading to water shall not be sold to abutting property owners unless there are other more usable 
public access points leading to the water in the immediate area or where more suitable lands are provided by the 
abutting owner at a more appropriate location. 14.2 o) 

The Millennium Trail is identified on Schedule F: Recreation & Tourism and is a key element of the parks, open space 
and trails network, and the County’s premier active transportation route. It provides connections for residents and 
visitors between Settlement Areas and natural, cultural and culinary attractions located throughout the Countryside 
and along the Shoreline. The County recognizes the Millennium Trail as an important route that supports local active 
transportation, agri-tourism, eco-tourism, and the emerging industry for cycle tourism, and will work with community 
partners to: 
i. Develop new trail access points; 

ii. Improve connectivity to major destinations; 
iii. Improve signage, wayfinding, interpretive opportunities, and coordination along the tourism corridors, including 

the Arts Trail and the Taste Trail; 
iv. Upgrade the trail surface to improve accessibility for all people, including for casual cycling; 
v. Maintain bridges along the trail; and 

vi. Improve the sustainability of the trail, in terms of permeable surfacing, erosion control, mitigating impacts on 
wildlife habitat, providing waste receptacles, and developing eco-education information along the trail. 14.2 q 

Upgrades, maintenance and expansion of the Millennium Trail shall meet the design standards for multi-use paths 
and trails provided in Velo Quebec’s Planning and Design for Cyclists: A Technical Guide, which is recognized across 
North America as a model standards manual. 14.2 r) 

INFRASTRUCTURE     
Note: General infrastructure policies are summarized following. Readers interested in those 
of a more technical nature should review this section of the draft Plan in its entirety. 

Municipal Water and Sanitary Sewer Services – Identified on Schedule E 

Higher order forms of servicing including full municipal or communal water and sanitary sewer services are the 
preferred form of service and will be required for all major residential, commercial, industrial and institutional 
developments. 15.2 c) 

General Policies 
Growth Areas - In general, new development will be directed in accordance with the Settlement Area hierarchy, which 
focuses growth first within the Urban Centres, and, as a second priority, within the Villages. New development within 
the Hamlets, Rural Lands, Prime Agricultural Areas and Shore Lands will also be permitted as a third priority. 15.2.2 b) 
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The County will ensure that servicing capacity is not allocated to landowners who may not develop their lands in 
favour of speculation. To that end, the County may adopt policies and procedures to guide the allocation of 
uncommitted servicing capacity to proposed developments, including the use of “H” (Holding) provisions and phasing 
provisions in subdivision/condominium agreements. In accordance with the implementation policies of this Plan, if a 
development that has been allocated capacity does not proceed within three years, the County may rescind such 
allocation and may take steps to revoke zoning or subdivision/condominium approvals. 15.2.2 c) 

Green Belts - To avoid inappropriate linear and unserviced sprawl, the communities of Picton, Bloomfield and 
Wellington will be separated by green belts that may be defined by large tracts of Rural Lands or Prime Agricultural 
Areas. New linear sprawl development between any of the Urban Centres, Villages or Hamlets will be strongly 
discouraged. 15.2.2 d) 

Water Conservation - The County will encourage and promote water conservation practices by: 
i. Encouraging development proposals that minimize additional demands for water from the County’s water system; 

and 
ii. Directing and accommodating expected growth in a manner that promotes the efficient use of existing County 

sewage services and County water services. 15.2.2 e) 

Extension of municipal sewer and water services - Extension should take place only within lands designated Urban 
Settlement Areas. Where appropriate, such extensions will form part of the detailed secondary planning process for 
these areas. The County may consider the extension of municipal water and sewer services outside designated Urban 
Settlement Areas in order to address failed private services, provided that it is satisfied that there is no other 
reasonable alternative and that the cost of the extension is the responsibility of the benefiting users. 15.2.2 f) 

Extension of any municipal sewer and/or water service system beyond their existing service area shall be the 
responsibility of the developer, except as may otherwise be provided for in the County’s approved capital works 
funding. Where appropriate, the County will encourage arrangements for cost sharing among benefiting landowners. 
15.2.2 g) 

Monitoring - The County will maintain, in conjunction with the Ministry of the Environment and neighbouring 
municipalities where there are shared services, up-to-date records of: 
i. The reserve capacity of water and sanitary sewage treatment facilities; 

ii. The amount of unconnected servicing commitments to zoned land/development; and 
iii. The uncommitted reserve capacities. 

  
The County will not award capacity allocation for growth beyond the uncommitted reserve capacity in the respective 
water and sewage treatment facility. 15.2.2 i) 

Servicing Policies for the Picton and Wellington Urban Centres – see 15.2.3 for Preferred Form of Services, 
Water and Sewer Treatment Plants, Servicing Capacity and Allocation, Servicing Plans, and Costs for Servicing New 
Development. 

Servicing Policies for the Rossmore Urban Centre – see 15.2.4 for Water Distribution System, Servicing Capacity 
and Allocation, Cost of Servicing New Development, and Servicing Plans. 

Servicing Policies for Villages with Municipal water services Only – see 15.2.5 for Water Distribution Systems, 
Servicing options investigation, Servicing Capacity and Criteria for Partial services. 

Servicing Policies for Hamlets – see 15.2.6 for Servicing options investigation and Hydrogeological Assessment. 

Servicing Policies for Rural Lands, Prime Agricultural Areas and Shore Lands – see 15.2.7 for Servicing options 
investigation, Individual Services, Private Sewage Treatment, and Private Water Systems. 

Stormwater Management – see 15.3 for General Policies, Management in the Countryside, Management in 
Settlement Areas, and Design of Facilities. 

Transportation 

General 
New facilities or major improvements to the existing transportation system will only occur where such improvements 
are consistent with the planned character of the community. 15.4.2 a) 

Major capacity improvements to the existing road system will only occur when the need exists and all reasonable 
transportation demand management options, including smart transportation technologies, have been previously 
implemented. 15.4.2 b) 
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Enhanced mobility options for all residents and visitors will be achieved by adopting a complete streets approach to 
the design of new streets, as well as the reconstruction, repair and maintenance of any right-of-way in the County. 
Complete streets are designed to support the safe and comfortable movement of all modes of travel, and people of all 
ages and mobility. Within the County, the context of the roadway and the surrounding community shall dictate which 
complete streets elements can be accommodated, such as, but not limited to cycling facilities and sidewalks. 15.4.2 c) 

Transportation facilities will be planned, designed and constructed to minimize the effects of noise, fumes and 
vibration on existing and planned residential development. 15.4.2 d) 

The County will update its Master Transportation Plan to implement and to further refine or expand upon the policies 
of this Plan, and may develop an Active transportation Plan for walking & cycling facilities. 15.4.2 e) 

Roads – see 15.4.3 for General Policies, Provincial and County Highways, Loyalist Parkway-Highway 33, County Roads, 
Local Service Roads, Commercial Traffic, Road Widenings, and Future Road Patterns. 

Highway 49 functions as a trucking route to Highway 401 for commerce/industry in the County. Incompatible 
development such as residential uses will be discouraged along Highway 49 in order to maintain this role as well as to 
preserve the scenic view of Picton Bay and Long Reach available from the highway. 15.4.3 i) 

Transportation Demand Management, Public Transit and Active Transportation – see 15.4.4 for Car Pools, 
Public Transit, and Cycling and Walking. 

The County, in co-operation with the Ministry of Transportation, will provide parking facilities in strategic locations 
adjacent to Provincial, County and/or local roadways for car pooling purposes. 15.4.4 a) 

To promote active living and sustainable tourism, the County shall support walking and cycling as attractive modes of 
transportation by: 
i. Using a complete streets approach to the design of new streets, as well as the reconstruction, repair and 

maintenance of any right-of-way in the County; 
ii. Requiring the development of high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facilities in public right-of-ways in new 

developments, and ensuring those facilities create linkages to key destinations, and the sidewalk and trail systems; 
iii. Ensuring all developments are planned, designed and developed to ensure the safety and efficient movement of 

cyclists and pedestrians; 
iv. Prioritizing safety considerations for pedestrians and cyclists when designing new or upgraded intersections; 
v. Minimizing vehicle crossings of multi-use trails, and implementing the highest safety standards for crossing that 

cannot be avoided; and 
vi. Adopting mandatory bicycle parking requirements for all commercial, institutional, industrial, and multi-unit 

residential uses. 15.4.4 c) 

Airports – see 15.4.5 

In order to maintain the long-term viability of the two airports for their intended use, incompatible development 
adjacent to or near the airports is not permitted. Where development is proposed adjacent to or near the airports, 
appropriate noise, vibration, aesthetic and safety issues will be addressed by the developer. If development can occur 
in a compatible manner, any appropriate mitigative measures will be outlined in a Site Plan Agreement or Subdivision 
or Consent Agreement between the developer and the County. These mitigative measures may include landscaping, 
setbacks, building height restrictions and special construction techniques in accordance with any guidelines or 
requirements of the Federal Department of Transport (Transport Canada) and/or the Ministry of the Environment. 
15.4.5 b) 

Picton Harbour – see 15.4.6 

Land near the deepwater port facilities at and adjacent to the ESSROC Cement Plant should be maintained for 
industrial/commercial uses. Incompatible development that could jeopardize the use of this land for 
industrial/commercial uses is not permitted. 15.4.6 c) 

Waste Management – see 15.5 

The County will develop programs to promote and implement the principles of Reduction, Re-use, Recycling and 
Recovery. The recycling and green bin program in the County will continue to be diversified with respect to waste 
product types and users, and the County will: 
i. Work with Waste Diversion Ontario to reduce waste in the County. All available funding mechanisms to increase 

waste diversion shall be pursued; 
ii. Establish partnerships with the private sector to reduce waste, including working with Prince Edward County 
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business owners in coordinating the collection of hazardous waste; 
iii. Continue to participate in the household hazardous waste program; 
iv. Consider banning the disposal of recyclable materials at County landfills, including construction and demolition 

materials; 
v. Encourage recycling in new development by requiring interior and exterior storage areas for recycling and 

composting facilities; 
vi. Explore opportunities for energy-from-waste at County landfills; and 
vii. Track diversion success and report back to the community about diversion milestones. 15.5.2 a) 

No use will be made of land formerly used as a landfill site within a period of 25 years from the time it ceased to be 
used as such unless the proponent obtains the necessary approvals from the Ministry of the Environment. 15.5.2 b) 

Energy Generation and Transmission 

For any proposed energy generation or transmission facility, the County shall require the proponent to proceed 
through an Environmental Assessment process under the Environmental Assessment Act, or, at a minimum, through a 
land use planning approval process under the Planning Act, or both. 15.6.2 a) 

The approvals process will evaluate and assess: 
i. Whether the nature, scale and impact will be appropriate, understood and where possible any identified impacts 

can be mitigated; 
ii. The impact on the viewscapes and countryside character in the vicinity, ensuring no undue adverse impacts are 

created. 15.6.2 b) 

The County may impose limits on the extent, height and location of any proposed energy generation and/or 
transmission facility. 15.6.2 c) 

The County, in partnership with the Province, as appropriate, shall ensure that the necessary agreements are in place 
to deal with ongoing operation and maintenance of any green energy facilities, as well as appropriate protocols for 
their ultimate decommissioning. 15.2.6 d) 

Utilities – see 15.7.2 

PART lV: IMPLEMENTATION 

Implementation Strategy 

To implement the policies of this Plan, the County will develop a supportive regulatory framework that is responsive 
to the unique characteristics of the County, utilizing tools provided by the Planning Act, Municipal Act, Heritage Act 
and other provincial policies/legislation. 16.1 a) 

Through the regulatory framework and the day-to-day administration of this Plan, the County shall: 
i. Ensure development reflects the vision, principles, and policies of this Plan, which prioritize the County’s special 

quality of place, healthy communities, and sustainability of the natural, social and economic environment;  
ii. Ensure development complies with the requirements of the Provincial Policy Statement, and any other Provincial 

policies or regulations;  
iii. Endeavor to create a predictable environment for evaluating development proposals so that development 

applications can be processed in an expedient and responsible manner; 
iv. Allocate adequate resources to implement the policies of this Plan; 
v. Promote coordination with government agencies and community stakeholders; 

vi. Ensure that the planning and development approval process is open and transparent with meaningful 
opportunities for community input; and 

vii. Establish a monitoring program to ensure the Plan’s policies remain responsive to community trends and issues. 
16.1 b) 

Comprehensive Zoning By-law 

The County will review its comprehensive Zoning By-Law to ensure that it implements the vision, principles, 
objectives, policies, and land use designations contained in this Plan, or applicable Secondary Plans by providing 
adequate development standards, zones and permitted uses. Within each land use designation of this Plan, or 
applicable Secondary Plans separate zones may be established in the Comprehensive Zoning By-Law to ensure that 
compatible uses will be appropriately grouped. 16.2.1.1 a) 

The County may further refine the list of permitted and/or prohibited uses within the land use designations identified 
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in this Plan based on the merits of an individual development application. 16.2.1.1 b) 

Temporary Use By-laws 

Prior to the approval of a Temporary Use By-Law, the County shall be satisfied that the following principles and 
criteria are met: 
i. The proposed use shall be of a temporary nature and shall not entail any large scale or high value development or 

investment on the part of the owner so that the owner will not experience undue hardship in reverting to the 
original use upon the termination of the temporary use; 

ii. The proposed use shall be compatible with adjacent land uses and the character of the surrounding community; 
iii. The proposed use shall not require the extension or expansion of existing municipal services; 
iv. The proposed use shall not create any traffic circulation problems within the area, nor shall it adversely affect the 

volume and/or type of traffic serviced by the area’s roads; 
v. Parking facilities required by the proposed use shall be provided entirely on-site;  

vi. The proposed use shall generally be beneficial to the community as a whole; and 
vii. The owner has entered into an agreement with the County and posted securities, if necessary, to ensure that 

structures associated with a temporary use provision can be removed upon expiry of the By-Law. 16.2.1.2 c) 

Height and/or Density Bonus By-Laws 

It is the policy of the County to consider an increase in the height and density of development, beyond what is 
otherwise permitted in the Zoning By-Law in return for the provision of community benefits in the form of facilities, 
services or matters provided: 
i. The community benefits bear a reasonable planning relationship to the increase in height and/or density of the 

proposed development; 
ii. The development must represent good planning, be consistent with the other objectives and policies of this Plan 

and meet all applicable built form and community compatibility objectives; and 
iii. There is adequate infrastructure to support the increase in height and/or density for the proposed development. 

16.2.1.5 b) 
Council shall require that a By-Law to implement a Section 37 agreement be enacted to achieve the objectives of this 
Plan, or any applicable Secondary Plan, for obtaining community benefits, such as, but not limited to the following: 

i. Conservation and/or improvements to cultural heritage resources; 
ii. Enhancements to the Natural Heritage System; 

iii. Increased amounts of open space, in excess of the parkland dedication requirements of this Plan;  
iv. Community facilities such as day care centres, libraries, community centres, or recreational facilities; 
v. Affordable Housing; 

vi. Conservation and replacement of rental housing; 
vii. Enhanced streetscape, road and/or servicing improvements; 

viii. Public parking facilities; 
ix. Pedestrian and cycling facilities; 
x. Public art; 

xi. Non-profit cultural facilities; and 
xii. Other local improvements identified by the County in an approved Secondary Plan or Community Improvement 

Plan, or any other municipally initiated study. 16.2.1.5 c)  

Land Division 
The County shall support proposals for land division that: 
i. Contribute positively to the County’s unique rural character; 

ii. Create opportunities for local economic development;  
iii. Support the fiscal well-being of the municipality; and 
iv. Where possible, incorporate features that promote environmental sustainability and healthy living. 16.2.4.1 a) 

The County shall endeavor to support applicants through the development approvals process by: 
i. Providing clear information about procedural and submission requirements; 

ii. Wherever possible, providing reference materials that demonstrate how design and development standards can 
be achieved; and, 

iii. Processing applications in a timely manner, in accordance with the provisions of the  Planning Act. 16.2.4.1 b) 

The preferred form of lot creation for residential development will be by registered plan of subdivision or 
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condominium, particularly where one or more of the following applies:  
i. The development requires the provision of new public roads or other municipal infrastructure (including parks and 

other hard services);  
ii. It is necessary to ensure that the entire land holdings or area is developed in an orderly and efficient manner;  

iii. Centralized stormwater management facilities are required, as opposed to on site stormwater management on 
individual lots;  

iv. A number of studies and justification reports are required to determine the suitability of the development;  
v. A cluster development is proposed; and 

vi. Long term monitoring and implementation of conditions of development are required. 16.2.4.1 c) 

Plans of Subdivision or Condominium 

To provide for their review, applications for plans of subdivision and plans of condominium shall include the following 
information: 

i. The location of the land; 
ii. Location, width and names of proposed and existing roads; 

iii. Adjacent lands and their uses; 
iv. Proposed uses, including for residential uses the number and type of dwellings (single family, semi-detached, 

townhouse, multi-unit forms, affordable housing units); 
v. Proposed sustainability features; 

vi. Lot layout; 
vii. Existing natural or artificial features, including cultural heritage resources, within and adjacent the development 

site; 
viii. Topography; 

ix. Availability of domestic water supplies; 
x. Existing or planned municipal services; 

xi. Restrictions affecting the land; and 
xii. Any other information identified by the County. 16.2.4.2 a) 

Prior to approving a plan of subdivision or plan of condominium, the County must be satisfied that the proposed 
development: 

i. Can be serviced by the County’s water supply and sewage system without adversely affecting the County’s 
finances, or by private well and waste water disposal system where municipal services are not planned or 
existing;  

ii. Can be supplied with other municipal services such as fire protection, road maintenance, and community 
facilities and services, without adversely affecting the County’s finances; 

iii. Has been designed to integrate compatibly with the transportation system, adjacent existing and planned land 
uses, and both the Natural Heritage System and cultural heritage resources in such a way that protects and 
enhances the County’s special quality of place; 

iv. Provides a mix of housing types, including affordable housing options, wherever feasible; 
v. Has no negative impact on the natural heritage features or areas or hazard land areas; 

vi. Provides opportunities for healthy living, including but not limited to active transportation facilities; 
vii. Addresses issues of energy conservation and sustainability; 

viii. Is necessary, timely and in the public interest; and 
ix. Meets the design policies of this Plan, any area-specific urban design guidelines, and the applicable development 

standards and regulations of the County. 16.2.4.2 b) 

Draft approval of plans of subdivision and plans of condominium will generally include conditions which must be 
satisfied prior to final approval of the plan of subdivision, including with regard to the provision of on and off-site 
services and environmental impacts. Such conditions may be required to be satisfied within a time period of three 
years, or draft approval may be withdrawn by the County and any servicing capacity may be re-allocated. Conditions 
of approval may be changed prior to final approval. 16.2.4.2 d) 

Where no activities are undertaken to implement a plan of subdivision or plan of condominium within three years of 
its approval, the County shall: 
i. Withdraw its approval and reallocate any servicing capacity; or 

ii. Renew the approval, subject to the applicant demonstrating the proposal is consistent with this Plan and that the 
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development is needed to meet residential demand within a three-year time frame. 16.2.4.2 e) 

Prior to final approval of a plan of subdivision, the owner shall be required to enter into a subdivision agreement with 
the County and to file necessary financial securities to the satisfaction of the County to ensure that conditions of 
approval are fulfilled. 16.2.4.2 f) 

Prior to final approval of a plan of condominium, the owner shall be required to enter into a condominium agreement 
with the County in accordance with the  Planning Act and Condominium Act, and to file necessary financial securities 
to the satisfaction of the County to ensure that conditions of approval are fulfilled. 16.2.4.2 g) 

Consents 
New residential development created by consent is encouraged to locate in areas designated for growth, including 
Settlement Areas with water services, and particularly the Urban Centres. 15.2.4.3 b) 

Consents that would contribute to residential ribbon or strip development between Settlement Areas shall not be 
approved. 16.2.4.3 c) 

Applications for consent that would result in a parcel being landlocked shall not be approved. 16.2.4.3 d) 

Applications for consent where any new lot that is to be serviced by individual on-site water and sewage services shall 
only be permitted where there will be no impacts on ground and surface water quality and quantity, or adjacent 
properties. For consent applications that include individual on-site water and sewer services, the County shall require 
the applicant to demonstrate: 
i. All lots on private individual on-site water services have sufficient area and frontage to protect groundwater 

quality; 
ii. The soil and groundwater conditions are capable of supporting the necessary private potable well water system 

with no negative impacts on the surface water system, the adjacent properties or the proposed development site; 
and 

iii. All lots on private Individual on-site sewage services are suitable or capable of supporting an acceptable sewage 
disposal system to the satisfaction of the County and any agency having jurisdiction. 16.2.4.3 f) 

The County shall consider the impact of a new residential lot created by consent on the potential to expand the 
agricultural productivity of any adjacent agricultural lands when assessing the required Minimum Distance Separation 
Formulae and the need to potentially increase it. 16.2.4.3 g) 

Site Plan Approval 

The County shall use Site Plan Approval where appropriate, and in conjunction with the other development control 
tools of the  Planning Act, to ensure development: 
i. Contributes to the distinct rural and small town characteristics that make Prince Edward an attractive place to live, 

work and play, as well as to visit and to invest; 
ii. Meets or exceeds minimum standards; 

iii. Is designed to facilitate the safe movement of pedestrians, cyclists and motor vehicles within the site and to 
surrounding areas; 

iv. Incorporates sustainable design features wherever possible; and 
v. Meets functional servicing and infrastructure requirements. 16.2.5 a) 

All areas of the County are designated as Site Plan Approval areas. As such, all proposals for development may fall 
under the requirement for Site Plan Approval. The policies of this Plan identify specific land uses and/or land use 
designations and/or locations where Site Plan Approval shall be required by the County. For all other proposals for 
development not identified in c) and/or d) below, it shall be at the discretion of the County to determine if the 
proposal is of a use, scale or character that warrants the application of Site Plan Approval. 16.2.5 b) 

The County shall apply and require Site Plan Approval for any development, in the following circumstances: 
i. The development is comprised of a mixed use, or non-residential building, or buildings that, in total, exceed 500 

square metres of gross floor area on an individual lot; and/or 
ii. The development is a mixed use, or residential building that includes more than 4 dwelling units on an individual 

lot; and/or 
iii. The development is on a lot that abuts a shoreline, or is within a Heritage Conservation District and/or 
iv. The development is on a lot that includes or abuts a designated heritage building or property; and/or 
v. The development is on a lot that abuts a road that is identified as a Tourism Corridor; and/or 

vi. The development is a Garden Suite or Bed and Breakfast Establishment; and/or 
vii. The development constitutes infill development in a Settlement Area; and/or 
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viii. The development is being developed by plan of condominium. 16.2.5 c) 

Site Plan Approval shall be applied to any development proposal that increases the total gross floor area of an existing 
use or building by 15 percent or more. 16.2.5 d) 

Parkland Dedication 

The County shall require parkland dedication as a condition of development, consent, or subdivision proposals, in an 
amount equivalent to: 
i. 2 percent of the gross land area for all non-residential uses, commercial or industrial purposes;  

ii. 5 percent of the gross land area, or one hectare for each 300 dwelling units for residential purposes, whichever is 
greater; and 

iii. For a mixed use development that includes a residential component, the parkland dedication requirement shall be 
based on the pro-rated percentage of Gross floor Area allocated to each individual use. 16.2.6 a) 

Where parkland dedication is required by this Plan, the County shall ensure that the land to be conveyed is suitable 
for development as a park, taking into consideration its size, location, configuration, and condition. 16.2.6 b) 

Any component of the Natural Heritage System, or hazard lands shall not be accepted for parkland dedication. To 
ensure conveyed lands are suitable for parkland development, they shall not include lands that are susceptible to 
major flooding, or have poor drainage, erosion, steep slopes or other environmental or physical conditions that would 
interfere with the potential development or use of the land as an active public recreation area. Sites subject to these 
conditions may be integrated, where possible, into the development of public park areas by serving as pedestrian 
walkways, as part of a linear trail system, as passive recreation areas, or as natural areas. 16.2.6 c) 

Notwithstanding the parkland dedication requirements of this Plan, parkland dedication requirements may be 
reduced or waived by the County for the following: i) Long-term care facilities; ii) Emergency housing facilities; iii) 
Special needs housing; iv) Affordable housing as defined under the Provincial Policy Statement; v) Developments 
where a minimum 25 percent of the dwelling units can be defined as affordable under the Provincial Policy 
Statement; vi) Hospitals, or other public health care facilities; vii) Childcare facilities; viii) Public schools; ix) Colleges, 
or universities; and x) County uses of all kinds.  
 
Where the aforementioned uses abut a water body, they may not be exempt from parkland dedication requirements, 
at the discretion of the County. 16.2.6 h) 

Notwithstanding the parkland dedication requirements of this Plan, the County may reduce the requirement, or 
exempt commercial and industrial land uses from any parkland dedication to support community growth. Commercial 
and industrial land uses that abut a water body shall not be exempt from parkland dedication requirements. 16.2.6 i) 

Notwithstanding the parkland dedication requirements of this Plan, where the alternative parkland dedication 
requirement of one hectare per 300 dwelling units is applied to a development, the County may reduce the parkland 
dedication requirement to encourage intensification or revitalization. In any such circumstances, the County shall be 
satisfied that a sufficient amount of parkland is available in proximity to meet the needs of residents. 16.2.6 j) 

Pre-Consultation 

To streamline the planning approval process and minimize costs and time delays for the applicant, the County shall 
require applicants to consult with the municipality prior to submitting an application for an Official Plan Amendment, 
Zoning By-Law Amendment, Draft Plan of Subdivision, Draft Plan of Condominium, Site Plan Approval or Consent. 
16.2.7 a) 

The pre-submission consultation meeting will be held with County staff and any other government agency or public 
authority that the County determines appropriate. At the pre-submission consultation meeting: 
i. The list of required studies set out in this Plan may be scoped depending on the nature of the application. The 

County, in consultation with applicable agencies, may also prepare terms of reference for any of the required 
studies, which set out the required study information and analyses; and 

ii. Additional studies may be determined necessary for submission with the application based on the nature of the 
application. 16.2.7 b) 

Public Participation 

The County shall encourage applicants to engage with adjacent property owners and interested stakeholders in 
preparing plans of subdivision, plans of condominium, or consents. Applicants may be required to hold a public open 
house prior to the approval of a plan of subdivision or plan of condominium. 16.2.8 a) 
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Environmental Impact Study 

An Environmental Impact Study shall be required as part of an application for all development and site alteration 
applications within the identified Natural Heritage System, including all of its component natural heritage features 
and functions and/or on adjacent lands. Adjacent lands shall be considered to be within 120 m of a Provincially 
Significant Wetland and within 30 m of any other lands identified within the Natural Heritage System. 16.2.10 a) 

Applications for farm-related development shall be exempt from EIS requirement if the farm has a registered 
Environmental Farm Plan. 16.2.10 b) 

The Environmental Impact Study shall demonstrate, where applicable, that the relevant policies of this Plan are met 
and, in particular, that the proposed use will have no negative impact on significant natural heritage features and 
areas and their associated ecological functions. 16.2.10 c) 

Where an Environmental Impact Study indicates that development would have a negative impact on the Natural 
Heritage System and/or the natural heritage feature or area, function, attributes or linkages for which the lands were 
identified, the application shall not be supported or approved by the County. 16.2.10 d) 

The Environmental Impact Study shall be prepared by qualified professionals, and shall be subject to the approval of 
the County and Quinte Conservation, in consultation with any other authority having jurisdiction. The terms of 
reference for an Environmental Impact Study shall address the following information where applicable: 

i. A description of the proposed development; 
ii. The boundaries of the natural heritage features or areas and ecological functions of the area potentially affected 

directly and indirectly by the development; 
iii. The sensitivity of the features, functions and linkages to new development;  
iv. The direct and indirect impacts to the ecosystem that might be caused by the development; 
v. Any environmental hazards that need to be addressed as part of the development;  

vi. Identification and evaluation of measures to avoid and minimize impacts and mitigation measures to be 
employed before and after construction,  

vii. A Management Plan, which: 
 - will identify how any negative impacts will be avoided or minimized over the construction period and the life of 

the undertaking;  
 - will identify the manner in which ecological features and functions will be enhanced where appropriate and 

describing the net effect of the undertaking after implementation of the Management Plan; and 
 - shall establish the limits of buffers and/or setbacks adjacent to components of the Natural Heritage System, as 

applicable; and 
viii. Monitoring that may be required to ensure that mitigating measures are achieving the intended goals. 16.2.10 e) 

Non-Conforming Uses 

Prior to allowing extension or enlargement of lands, buildings, or structures associated with a non-conforming use, 
the County shall be satisfied that the proposed development: 

i. Represents an evolution of the existing non-conforming use; 
ii. Does not represent an unreasonable increase to the size and intensity of the nonconforming use such that it 

would increase incompatibility with or adversely impact an adjacent use; 
iii. Will provide adequate measures to protect other uses through landscaping, buffering, screening, and/or 

appropriate setbacks 
iv. Substantially improves the conditions of the property and/or building; 
v. Will be adequately served by municipal services that meet the additional needs resulting from the expansion or 

enlargement of the use; 
vi. Will provide adequate off-street parking areas, loading facilities, and screening; and 

vii. Will not adversely affect traffic and parking conditions in the area. 16.2.12 c) 

Property Standards 

To ensure that adequate property standards are maintained to protect the County’s quality of place, the County shall 
enact a By-Law to establish minimum standards for the maintenance and occupancy of property. Such a By-Law may 
address the following matters and set appropriate standards and conditions: 

i. The physical condition of yards and passageways including the accumulation of rubbish, debris, noxious weeds, 
and/or abandoned vehicles, trailers, boats, or mechanical equipment; 
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ii. Waste management, including for garbage, recycling and compost; 
iii. The physical condition of primary and accessory buildings, as well as fences, pools, and signs; and 
iv. The maintenance of heritage attributes for designated heritage properties. 16.2.14 a) 

Property Acquisition 

The County shall consider all options for the acquisition of property, as appropriate, including, but not limited to: 
Dedication; Donations; Assistance from other levels of government, agencies, and charitable foundations; Bonusing 
provisions of Section 37 of the  Planning Act, subject to the other relevant policies of this Plan; Density transfers; Land 
exchanges; Long-term leases; Easement agreements; Purchase agreements; Partnerships; Land trusts; Placing 
conditions on development approval; and Expropriation. 16.2.15 b) 

Community Improvement Plans 

The County’s existing Creative Rural Economy Community Improvement Plan shall be promoted to encourage the 
uptake of incentive programs. The CIP may be expanded to provide incentives for housing that promote affordability, 
energy efficiency, cultural heritage protection, and property maintenance. 16.2.16 e) 

The County shall review its Community Improvement Plan(s) every five years. At a minimum, the County shall review 
the uptake of the financial incentive program (including the value of incentives disbursed under each program), and 
the effectiveness of the programs in achieving their objectives. The review shall also consider whether any programs 
should be added or discontinued to ensure the suite of programs remains relevant for addressing core challenges and 
opportunities in the County. 16.2.16 g) 

Capital and Public Works 

The extension or development of capital or public works will be carried out in accordance with the policies of this 
Plan. The County shall prepare from time to time, and adopt without Amendment to this Plan, a long-term water and 
sanitary sewer infrastructure needs and servicing report and priority list for capital work to implement features of this 
Plan. This program shall be aware of changing conditions of supply and demand for services and significant changes in 
economics and technology. 16.2.17 a) 

Interpretation of Boundaries 

The County shall determine the extent of the natural heritage features and their associated ecological functions on a 
site-by-site basis when considering development proposals, upon receipt of an Environmental Impact Study, in 
consultation with the appropriate agencies. 16.3.1 b) 

Amendments to this Plan 

A Planning Rationale Report shall be prepared and submitted by a professional planner as part of any request or 
proposal to amend this Plan. Such a report shall address the purpose and effect of the proposed amendment, 
including but not limited to: 
i. A description of the proposed amendment;  

ii. Consistency with the intent of this Plan, and any applicable Secondary Plan; and 
iii. A draft of the amendment being sought.  
 
Additional supporting studies, material, and information may be required, as identified in this Plan. 16.3.2 c) 

The following criteria shall be considered by the County when evaluating any proposed Amendment to this Plan: 
i. The manner in which the proposed Amendment is consistent with the vision and principles of the County as 

identified in this Plan;  
ii. The manner in which the proposed Amendment is consistent with prevailing Provincial policy and regulations and 

the objectives and policies of this Plan; 
iii. The potential impact of the proposed Amendment on the provision of, and demand for municipal services, 

infrastructure and facilities;  
iv. The potential impact of the proposed Amendment on the cultural and natural heritage resources in proximity;  
v. The potential impact of the proposed Amendment on the financial sustainability of the County; and 

vi. Any other criteria determined to be relevant and applicable by the County in consultation with the appropriate 
agencies. 16.3.2 d) 

The County shall monitor Amendments to this Plan and identify any challenges faced in dealing with proposals to 
change the Plan. 16.3.2 h) 
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Official Plan Review and Monitoring 

The assumptions, vision, principles, objectives and policies of this Plan shall be reviewed at least once every five years 
at a meeting of the County, which will be appropriately advertised. 16.3.3 a) 

The five-year review shall consist of an assessment of: 
i. The continuing relevance of the vision and principles that form the basis of all policies found in this Plan;  

ii. The degree to which the objectives of this Plan have been met; 
iii. The effectiveness of the policies in the Plan in solving problems; 
iv. The degree to which the Schedules of this Plan remain accurate and valid in view of changing circumstances; and 
v. The changes that have occurred in areas of transition. 16.3.3 b) 

The County shall monitor the number of Amendments to this Plan that have been processed and any challenges faced 
in dealing with proposals to change the Plan as a means of determining its effectiveness and evaluating the need to 
update the Plan as necessary. 16.3.3 c) 

The County shall maintain an inventory of existing vacant lands and lands with the potential for redevelopment and 
shall monitor the supply of residentially-designated lands throughout the County to ensure that sufficient land exists 
to accommodate 3 and 10-year housing supply targets. 16.3.3 d) 

The County shall encourage the active participation of citizens and citizen groups during the preparation of 
amendments to this Plan or the Zoning By-Law. 16.3.3 e) 

Public Works and Financial Management 

No public work will be undertaken unless it conforms to this Plan and meets the requirements of Section 24 of the  
Planning Act. 16.3.4 a) 

With respect to public works, the County shall: 
i. Establish a priority list of projects and estimated costs, where possible, associated with implementation of this 

Plan; and 
ii. Continue to utilize the 5-year capital works program as a key means of implementing this Plan. 16.3.4 c) 
With respect to finance the County shall: 
i. Strive to maintain a balanced taxable assessment ratio between residential and non- residential consistent with 

long-term municipal financial planning; 
ii. Ensure that the cost of providing the additional facilities and services, or the extension of existing facilities and 

services, associated with growth are appropriately and equitably covered by development proponents through 
the Development Charges By-Law and in conformity with this Plan; 

iii. Ensure that the cost of providing additional facilities and services not associated with growth are funded from 
taxation, user fees, or other appropriate methods; 

iv. Require that all necessary agreements be executed prior to any development proceeding. Such agreements may 
include front-end, financial, and development agreements to provide the infrastructure necessary to serve the 
new development; 

v. Continue to investigate financial mechanisms and initiatives to ease the burden on the general tax levy, including 
Development Charges, user fees, impost fees, public/private partnerships, government grants and subsidies, and 
other funding sources; 

vi. Continue to monitor the fiscal impact of growth and ensure that current objectives and policies reflect changing 
fiscal circumstances; and 

vii. Require the analysis of economic impacts associated with a significant development proposal, as determined by 
the County. The analysis will determine the likely short and long-term impacts of the proposal on municipal 
operating and capital budgets. 16.3.4 d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


