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welcome

what is an official plan?

The Official Plan is a blueprint that 
expresses a vision for the County’s 
future, and the policies for how to 
get there. Combined the policies 
provide an integrated framework for 
managing and facilitating change, 
and protecting and enhancing the 
qualities that make our County a 
special place.

The Official Plan includes policies for:

•	 land development and use; 
•	 building design; 
•	 the environment; 
•	 economic development; 
•	 cultural resources; 
•	 transportation; 
•	 municipal servicing; and
•	 community facilities and services. 

official plan review process

NEXT STEPS

Revised Draft Official 
Plan

 
Special Council Meeting 

Jan. 2010 - Sept. 2014 Jan. 2011 - May 2013 Jun. 2013 - Oct. 2013 Oct. 2013 - Ongoing

Picton - Hallowell 
Wellington
Rossmore

Issues Papers and review

Stakeholder Consultations 
& Community Open Houses
May 1 & 2, 2013

We are here

Project initiation 2010

Draft IOO Report
June 2013

Council Consultation
July 17, 2013

Final IOO Report
September 2013

Special Council Meeting
October 8, 2013

Council Consultation
June 2015

Circulation Draft Official 
Plan 
July 2015

Agency & Stakeholder 
Review

Community Open House
November 3, 2015

background review
Secondary plans 
project

Issues,options + 
opportunities official plan

Finalize Draft for Provincial One 
Window Review

Municipalities are required to review 
their Official Plan policies every five 
years to make sure they are current 
and consistent with directives under 
the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS).  

The current Official Plan Review 
(OPR) was initiated in 2010 and is 
now entering its final stages. The 
Circulation Draft Official Plan has 

been released and is being presented 
to the community at today’s open  
house. You are invited to ask questions 
of the project team and share your 
feedback, either in-person or by 
submitting a comment form. 

We value your feedback and encourage 
you to stay engaged in the OPR 
process as it moves forward.

work program
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growth management

harnessing opportunities and growing responsibly

Population and Employment Projections - 2012 to 2032

See Schedule ‘A’: Land Use Designations

Primary growth areas

Secondary growth areas 

Appropriate development 
in the Countryside

•	 Prime Agricultural Areas and 
Aggregate Resource lands and 
natural heritage features shall be 
protected

•	 Shore lands shall support 
sustainable economic 
development,with a focus on 
tourism

•	 Development shall avoid the 
need for unjustified/uneconomical 
expansion of sewer, water and 
road infrastructure

•	 New restrictions on land division 
by consent are provided, 
with particular protection 
against fragmentation of Prime 
Agricultural Areas

•	 New development in Urban and 
Rural Settlement Areas shall be 
compatible with the local context 
and have a mix of uses and 
densities

•	 The County shall ensure the 
orderly progression of growth 
that protects the natural heritage 
system, conserves cultural 
heritage resources, and allows 
for the timely provision of 
infrastructure and facilities

SETTLEMENT AREAS

Urban Settlement Areas

Urban Centres
Picton

Wellington
Rossmore

Villages
Bloomfield

Ameliasburgh
Consecon

Carrying Place

Rural Settlement Areas

Hamlets

COUNTRYSIDE

Prime Agricultural Area

Rural Lands

Shore Lands

Outdoor Recreational Lands

Aggregate Resource Lands

Public Lands

Natural Heritage System

Black River
Cherry Valley
Demorestville

Hillier

Milford
Northport

Rednersville
Rosehall
Waupoos

The County Structure

10% Intensification Target

•	 Given the slow rate of growth and adequate 
supply of greenfield development opportunities 
within Settlement Areas, intensification 
is expected to play a limited role in 
accommodating future growth.

•	 County-wide, 10% of growth is expected 
to be accommodated through residential 
intensification in Settlement Areas, and 
primarily in the Urban Centres.

The County is projected to experience modest population and job growth to the year 
2032. 

Key strengths and drivers of growth include the County’s thriving agriculture/
viticulture, tourism and technology-based sectors, and attractiveness to new 
permanent and seasonal residents.
 
In response to a modest and unpredictable development context, the Growth 
Management Strategy is based on a “reaction to opportunity” approach. This 
approach includes identifying focus areas for new development (including 
Settlement Areas and Shore Lands), and identifying criteria for assessing 
development proposals as they are received, wherever they are located. It also 
involves limiting residential development in Rural Lands largely to existing lots of 
record.

Key considerations include:

•	 Ensuring sewer, water and road infrastructure can be provided economically;
•	 Ensuring new development is compatible with the local context; and 
•	 Protecting natural and cultural heritage.

2012 2032 Change
Permanent Population 25,300 27,350 2,050
Seasonal Population 6,050 7,425 1,375
Total Population 31,350 34,775 3,425

Employment (jobs) 7,745 9,145 1,400

Source:  Watson and Associates (2013).  Prince Edward County Long Term Population, Housing and Employment Forecast and 
Capital Needs Assessment
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natural heritage

components
Intent of the natural 
heritage system

See Schedule ‘A’: Land Use Designations, Schedule ‘B’: Natural Features & Areas, Schedule ‘C’: Constraint Areas, and Schedule ‘D’: Resource Areas

Image credit: Proposed Natural Heritage Strategy, Final Report (2015), Lower Trent Conservation

Image credit: Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant

Image credit: Gord Nielsen, Michalski Nielsen Associates

The Natural Heritage System includes four components:

•	 An Environmental Protection land use designation;
•	 Natural Features & Areas;
•	 Constraint Areas; and
•	 Resource Areas.

Prince Edward County’s long-term 
prosperity and environmental health 
depend on conserving biodiversity 
and protecting the health of its water 
resources, including Lake Ontario 
and the Bay of Quinte. 

It is the intent of the Official Plan to:

•	 Protect natural features and their 
associated ecological functions for 
the long term;

•	 Recognize linkages between and 
among natural heritage features, 
surface water features and ground 
water resources; and

•	 Maintain, restore or, where possible, 
improve the diversity and connectivity 
of the County’s natural features and 
the long-term ecological functions 
and biodiversity of the Natural 
Heritage System.

The Environmental Protection designation identified on 
Schedule A covers:

•	 Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs); and
•	 Provincially Significant Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs).

Development is not permitted in the Environmental Protection 
designation and is controlled in proximity to the feature.

Natural Features & Areas identifies collectively and individually 
the key components of the County’s Natural Heritage System, 
as shown on Schedule B, including:

•	 Wetlands – Other;
•	 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest – Candidate Sites;
•	 Natural Core Areas;
•	 Natural Core Area Linkages; 
•	 Waring’s Creek Cold Water Stream – Sub Watershed; and 
•	 Woodlands.

These features are important components of the Natural 
Heritage System. While they are not in themselves land 
use designations they are subject to overarching policies 
to manage them and trigger more detailed analysis when 
appropriate.

Natural Core Areas is a broad zone where there is a 
concentration of natural features that are critical to the 
ecological health of the County as a whole.  Along with Natural 
Core Linkages, these features are the backbone that supports 
the ecological health of the County.

The purpose of identifying Natural Core Areas is to maintain, 
and where possible improve, the ecological integrity of that 
area, and its contribution to the ecological health of the 
County. 

•	 The identification as Natural Core Areas is not intended to restrict ongoing 
rural or agricultural land uses, which generally are quite compatible with 
the natural functions carried out in these areas;  

•	 Low density residential development will continue to be permitted in 
Natural Core Areas, subject to the applicable policies of the Official Plan; 
and 

•	 Official Plan Amendments that would facilitate new larger scale residential, 
commercial or industrial development will not be permitted within Natural 
Core Areas.

 
Constraint Areas identified on Schedule C are subject to 
specific policies and include:

•	 Steep Slopes (in excess of 25%);
•	 Source Water Protection Zones; and
•	 Potential Fire Hazards.

Resource Areas identified on Schedule D are also subject to 
specific policies to protect them for the future. These areas 
include:

•	 Aggregate Deposits; and
•	 Major Groundwater Recharge Areas.
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county design

context & scope implementation

Image source: Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant Image source: http://www.americansolarsolution.com

The California environmenTal ProTeCTion agenCy

Building on an 
agency’s Principles

a SoliD foUnDaTion
The California Environmental Protection Agency has a mandate to 
conserve fiscal resources and a mission to protect the environment. 
LEED® for Existing Buildings allows them to do both. 

The Joe Serna Jr. California Environmental Protection Agency 
(Cal/EPA) Headquarters Building in downtown Sacramento is the 
city’s largest high-rise real estate project.  The 25-story, 950,000-
square-foot office building was built in 2000 by developer Thomas 
Properties Group, LLC in a public-private partnership with the 
City of Sacramento.  Cal/EPA incorporates the latest green design 
and engineering principles to be sustainable yet economically 
competitive. 

After it opened, Thomas Properties Group sought a valid, com-
prehensive way of comparing the Cal/EPA facility to other projects 
within and outside their portfolio.  LEED for Existing Buildings 
offered the tools to recognize and verify its ongoing sustainable 
performance.  With some refinements and expansions to its as-
designed features, Cal/EPA became the first LEED for Existing 
Buildings Platinum certified building in 2004. 

Thomas Properties invested $500,000 to make efficiency up-grades 
exceeding standard capital improvements to equipment, operations 
and employee practices.  These improvements paid for themselves 
in less than one year, generating $610,000 in annual savings.

LEED ® Facts
Tepeyac Haven
Pasco, WA

LEED for Homes
Certification awarded October 9, 2007

Gold            68*

Sustainable Sites 15/21

Water Efficiency   7/15

Energy & Atmosphere                14.5/38

Materials & Resources              6/14

Indoor Environmental 
Quality                                            12/20

Innovation & Design                4.5/9

Awareness & Education 0/3

Locations and Linkages  9/10

*Out of a possible 130 points

15  units per acre

44  homes available for low-income  
             families

TePeyaC haven
PaSCo, waShingTon

29%  improvement of attic insulation  
 heat resistance over state code

PRojEcT PRoFILE

Image source: Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant

As the County grows, it is 
important to protect and enhance 
those qualities that attracted 
people to come to the County in 
the first place, including its:

•	 pleasant rural landscapes; 
•	 stunning Shore Lands; 
•	 pedestrian scaled Settlement 

Areas; and
•	 the diversity of cultural, agricultural 

and natural heritage assets.

Design policies are provided 
for the Villages, Hamlets, Rural 
Lands, Prime Agricultural 
Areas and Shore Lands where 
Secondary Plans have not been 
prepared.

The design policies address 
the quality, layout and design of 
buildings, landscapes and the 
public realm.

The Official Plan design policies 
will be implemented by the 
County through:

•	 An updated Comprehensive 
Zoning By-Law; 

•	 A new Site Plan Approval Manual; and
•	 The review of applications for 

amendments to the Official Plan, 
Secondary Plans, and Zoning By-
Law, and/or Site Plan Approval.

Site Plan Approval shall be 
required for all: 

•	 Mixed use or non-residential 
buildings that exceed 500 sq. m;

•	 Wineries, microbreweries and 
distilleries;

•	 Mixed use or residential buildings 
with more than 4 dwelling units;

•	 Development on a lot that abuts a 
shoreline or Tourism Corridor, or is 
within a Heritage Conservation District;

•	 Development on a lot that includes 
or abuts a designated heritage 
building or property;

•	 Garden Suites and Bed and 
Breakfast Establishments;

•	 Infill development in a Settlement Area; 
•	 Condominiums; and
•	 Expansions to existing buildings of 

15% or more.

To achieve compact development in 
Villages and Hamlets:

•	 New development shall generally occur 
as infill within or contiguous to the 
existing built-up areas; 

•	 Natural heritage features shall be 
maintained as a buffer between 
settlement areas and the abutting 
countryside; and

•	 Development will not be permitted on 
lands within 500 m of the settlement 

boundary.

To support walkable community 
centres, non-residential uses will 
be directed to locate near existing 
commercial and institutional uses.

Green Design

From a site planning perspective, 
the green design policies promote:

•	 Compact development and mixed uses 
in Secondary Plan Areas and Plans of 
Subdivision; 

•	 Passive solar orientation;
•	 Low Impact Design Standards;
•	 Reduced parking standards and priority 

parking spaces for ride sharing, car 
pooling and low emission vehicles;

•	 Tree planting; and
•	 The provision of active transportation 

facilities.

The policies also identify the 
County’s role, in terms of:

•	 Enhancing the tree canopy along 
Tourism Corridors and in Urban Centres 
and Villages; 

Villages & Hamlets

Specific design policies are 
provided for single-detached 
residential buildings, multi-
unit residential buildings and 
townhouses, commercial buildings, 
community facilities and day cares. 

•	 The focus for residential buildings is to 
ensure buildings are pedestrian oriented 
and that appropriate variation and quality 
of design is achieved.;

•	 Considerations for commercial uses 
include locating parking away from the 
street edge, reducing any negative visual 
impacts of utilities, mechanical equipment 
and signage, and ensuring appropriate 
buffers to residential uses.; and

•	 Community facilities are recognized 
as important built landmarks and 
expected to be sited prominently and to 

demonstrate high quality design.

•	 Reducing the area of impervious 
surfaces and using light-coloured paving 
materials on City-owned properties; 

•	 Encouraging community gardens in 
County-owned properties and new 
parkland spaces in Settlement Areas; 

•	 Using recycled/reclaimed materials for 
new infrastructure;

•	 Exploring efficiencies in municipal water 
treatment and distribution systems; and

•	 Optionally, providing incentives, such 
as reduced or waived development 
application fees and/or other charges, 
for developments that incorporate green 
design features.

Many of the policies also express 
the County’s support for private 
initiatives to be undertaken 
during the building design and 
construction phases.
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County design and other policies for the countryside

design in the countryside

Development in the Rural Lands, 
Prime Agricultural Area and Shore 
Lands has a strong influence on 
the pastoral image of the County 
that continues to attract visitors, 
residents and businesses. 

The objective of the design 
policies for the Countryside are 
to support the maintenance, 
enhancement and contemporary 
interpretation of Prince Edward’s 
traditional character in a way 
that creates a 21st cultural 
heritage for future generations, 
and reinforces a diverse rural 
economy.

Image source: redtailvineyard.com

Image source: living.bayofquinte.ca

Image source: isaiahtubbs.comImage source: Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant

additional policies

The Official Plan includes a 
comprehensive policy framework 
for development in the:

•	 Rural Lands;
•	 Prime Agricultural Area;
•	 Rural Industrial Lands; and,
•	 Shore Lands. 

Refer to Chapter 6 and other 
sections of the Official Plan for 
details on:

•	 Permitted land uses;
•	 Emerging agricultural uses;
•	 Wineries, microbreweries and 

distilleries;
•	 Industrial uses;
•	 Protecting farm uses from 

incompatible development;
•	 Restrictions on land fragmentation 

and severances;
•	 Consents for farm-related 

residential uses;
•	 Boundary adjustments;
•	 Minimum distance separation 

formulae;
•	 Servicing requirements and 

permitted uses; and,
•	 Preferred forms of development in 

the Shore Lands and applicable 
development criteria.

The overarching objective in Rural 
Lands and the Prime Agricultural 
Area is to protect the pastoral 
qualities traditionally associated 
with the County’s countryside and 
the natural heritage system, while 
permitting appropriate forms of 
new development.

The guidelines apply to permitted 
development, such as consents, 
second dwelling units and 
extensions of existing buildings, 
new commercial uses located 
in compact and centralized 
nodes, and multiple building 
proposals developed in clusters 
that reflect historic Ontario farm 
developments.

Rural Lands & the Prime 
Agricultural Area

The design policies for Shore Lands 
primarily focus on:

•	 Creating attractive shoreline communities 
that showcase the beauty of the County;

•	 Reducing the visual impact of 
development by blending into the natural 
landscape and maximizing vegetation 
(particularly within a viewscape and 
along ridgelines and shorelines); and 

•	 Providing public access to the shoreline, 
including as part of larger scale 
developments. 

Shore Lands

•	 Guidelines for residential buildings 
reinforce a rural character, which 
can be achieved by integrating 
new development with the existing 
landscape, thoughtfully placing 
buildings and driveways in relation to the 
street, edges of fields and hedgerows, 
and using simple materials; and

•	 Guidelines for commercial buildings are 
focused on avoiding strip development 
and promoting a more attractive form 
of development characterized by 
appropriately scaled and grouped 
buildings. Additional considerations 
include landscaping, signage and 
lighting, and locating parking to the side 

or rear of buildings.
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economic development in the countryside and settlements

leveraging the county's unique assets

See Schedule ‘A’: Land Use Designations, Schedule ‘D’: Resource Areas, and Schedule ‘F’: Recreation & Tourism

Cycling through the countryside
Image credit: Laura Sandt / biketoworkinfo.org

Culinary experiences
Image credit: tastetrail.ca

Shoreline 
Image credit: Gord Nielsen, Michalski Nielsen Associates

Local vineyard
Image credit: Prince Edward County

Local food production
Image credit: Prince Edward County

Local artist studios and galleries
Image credit:Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant

The attraction of high value jobs, 
real estate investment and tourists 
are key elements of the County’s 
economic development strategy 
and planning vision.

Many economic development 
strategies are identified in the 
Official Plan. Highlights include:

•	 Creating linkages between the 
County’s cultural and agricultural 
assets/communities;

•	 Promoting the development 
of affordable and available 
accommodations for visitors;

•	 Improving public access to the 
shoreline and facilities that support 
water-based tourism;

•	 Focusing commercial and cultural 
events along Main Streets;

•	 Promoting the development of small 
and medium format commercial 
spaces;

•	 Evaluating surplus and undertutilized 
municipal properties for potential re-
purposing as commercial and general 
industrial uses; and

•	 Partnerships to grow the knowledge 
based economy and attract young 
professionals.

Strategies that are specifically 
targeted to the agricultural sector 
include:

•	 Flexibility to support a variety of 
production;

•	 Managing the relationship between 
agriculture and the natural heritage 
system;

•	 Accommodation for a variety of 
agricultural related, agri-tourism and 
secondary on-farm uses;

•	 Conservation farming practices;

•	 Innovative marketing techniques;

•	 The development of food processing 
and value added technology facilities;

•	 Growth in the manufacturing/
distribution sectors;

•	 Innovative organizations (e.g. 
cooperatives);

•	 On-farm tourism opportunities; and

•	 Housing for temporary/seasonal 
workers.

The economic role of Urban Centres is outlined in the 
respective Secondary Plans. In addition, the countryside 
land use designations of the Official Plan are largely focused 
on employment, and/or support economic development. 
These designations include:

•	 Prime Agricultural Areas;
•	 Rural Lands; 
•	 Rural Industrial Lands; 
•	 Shore Lands;
•	 Outdoor Recreational Lands; and,Aggregate Resource Lands.

Key employment generators in the countryside are related 
to agriculture, agri-tourism, water-based tourism, wineries, 
micro breweries, distilleries, and supportive commercial 
uses. Industrial uses also an important part of the rural 
economy.

To support tourism in particular, the Official Plan also 
recognizes:

•	 Potential Tourist Resort Areas;
•	 Tourism Corridors;
•	 Trails; and
•	 Provincial Parks and Conservation Areas.

The Official Plan also includes policies to protect:

•	 Highway 49 as a trucking route by restricting potentially conflicting land 
use development; and

•	 Tourist commercial uses along designated Tourism Corridors from 
conversion to residential uses.
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housing and infrastructure

infrastructure

See Schedule ‘E’: Transportation & Infrastrucutre

Housing

Waste management

Loyalist Parkway/Highway 33 through Picton
Image credit: Google 

Highway 62
Image credit: Google 

Wind turbines
Image credit: thefutureofthings.com

Single detached houses, Wellington
Image credit: Google 

Newer townhouses, Picton
Image credit: Google 

Apartments above retail, Picton
Image credit: Google 

Example of a garden suite
Image credit: mountainbb.com

Infrastructure plays a key role in shaping 
future growth. To ensure long-term fiscal and 
environmental sustainability, it must be provided 
in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

The Official Plan includes infrastructure policies 
for:

•	 Servicing (water and wastewater) in the Settlement 
Areas, Rural Lands, Prime Agricultural Areas and 
Shore Lands, with differential policies for areas 
served by either municipal, communal and/or 
private services;

•	 Stormwater management in the Countryside and 
Settlement Areas;

•	 Transportation, with regard to roads, 
transportation demand management, public 
transit, active transportation, airports, and Picton 
Harbour;

•	 Waste Management;
•	 Energy Generation & Transmission; and
•	 Utilities.

The Draft Official Plan includes an updated 
policy framework to support greater housing 
diversity and affordable housing objectives.

Housing Mix

Greater housing diversity will be 
achieved by requiring a mix of 
housing types, sizes, densities and 
tenure. Supportive implementation 
tools include:

•	 Secondary Plans; 
•	 Zoning By-Law regulations;
•	 Land division processes (conditions of 

approval), 
•	 Development agreements;
•	 Height and density bonusing provisions; 

and
•	 Community improvement provisions.

Special needs and emergency 
housing is now permitted in any 
designation that permits residential 
uses

Throughout the County, second 
units are now permitted as-of-right 
on lots with single-detached, semi-
detached, and townhouse dwellings. 
Garden suites are permitted on all 
residential lots containing single 
detached dwellings. 

Affordable Housing

The Official Plan establishes a  25% 
affordable housing target for all new 
development in the County. This 
target is primarily to be met within 
the designated Urban Centres, 
which have a target of 33%.

As part of the strategy to meet this 
target, the County shall work with  
and recognize the Prince Edward, 
Lennox and Addington Social 
Services (PELASS) as the Service 
Manager responsible for delivering 
social and affordable housing.

A number of optional planning 
strategies, incentives and 
implementation tools are also 
identified that may be considered 
by the County to achieve affordable 
housing objectives. 

Plans of Subdivision

The Official Plan includes a new 
sunset clause of three years for 
all new plans of subdivision. This 
provision is intended to protect the 
County’s ability to manage new 
development and plan for housing.

Monitoring

To track the housing stock, the 
Official Plan requires the County to 
monitor, evaluate and report on the:

•	 Inventory of vacant lands with 
development potential;

•	 Achievement of affordable housing 
targets;

•	 Supply of residentially-designated lands;
•	 Construction activity by dwelling type and 

tenure; and
•	 Available servicing capacity.
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cultural heritage, arts and culture

arts & culture

cultural heritage

Arts Trail signage
Image credit: eatfordinner.blogspot

Prince Edward County Public Library & Archives
Image Source: Flickr user Gerald (Wayne) Prout

Bur Oak (a.k.a. Blue Oak) 
behind a heritage stone fence

Repurposed heritage structure 
Image source: Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant

Historic church building
Image source: Bernard Shalka, Municipal Consultant

Regent Theatre
Image credit: countrylive.ca

The Official Plan includes an updated cultural 
heritage planning framework that:

•	 Identifies the various components that collectively 
comprise the County’s cultural heritage;

•	 Brings policies up-to-date with Provincial 
regulations, including the Heritage Act and 
Cemeteries Act; and

•	 Defines responsibilities for the County, Heritage 
Advisory Committee and Province.

The Official Plan includes new policies to:

•	 Recognize the importance of arts and culture to 
the County’s growth and prosperity;  and

•	 Identify opportunities for the County to support its 
vibrancy.

Designating Resources
 
In keeping with the Heritage Act, the 
the County may designate:

•	 Built heritage resources;
•	 Heritage conservation districts;
•	 Cultural heritage landscapes;
•	 Archaeological resources; and
•	 Other heritage elements.

Development Proposals

All new development shall:

•	 Have regard for cultural heritage 
resources;

•	 Be planned in a manner that conserves 
and enhances the context in which 
cultural heritage resources are situations; 
and

•	 Wherever possible, incorporate these 
cultural heritage resources into any new 
development plans. 

The Official Plan also outlines 
requirements for:

•	 Heritage Impact Assessments,
•	 Archaeological Resource Assessments; 

and
•	 Consultation with Aboriginal communities.

Advisory Committee

The Official Plan recognizes the  
role of the Prince Edward County 
Heritage Advisory Committee 
(PEHAC) in all matters of 
heritage conservation, including 
the evaluation of development 
applications involving a Listed or 
Designated property. 

County Responsibilities
 
To manage and protect cultural 
heritage resources the County shall:

•	 Maintain a register of properties of interest 
and designated properties; 

•	 Determine Areas of Archaeological 
Potential using the Provincial Checklist/
Criteria, and prepare a contingency plan 
(to be adopted by by-law) for emergency 
situations to protect archaeological 
resources that are accidently discovered 
or are under imminent threat(s); and

•	 Standardize and streamline the heritage 
property/building alteration permit 
process. 

Cultural Spaces

To support local artists, the County 
will:

•	 Maintain and develop culturally-related 
community facilities such as museums, 
archives and libraries;

•	 Provide space within existing community-
owned buildings where appropriate; and

•	 Support the development of new facilities 
for developing and showcasing arts and 
culture.

The County shall recognize:

•	 Muncipally-owned museums as the 
official repository for County collections;

•	 The Prince Edward County Archives as 
the official repository for historical print 
information and documents pertaining to 
the history and collective memory of the 
County; and

•	 The County of Prince Edward Public 
Library and its branches as important 
community gathering spaces, and places 
to access educational materials and 
information.
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parks, trails and community facilities and services

parks, open spaces & trails

See Schedule ‘F’: Recreation & Tourism

community facilities & services

Cedar Sands Trail
Image Source: Flickr user enjoyontario

Libraries provide an important community service
Image Source: icc.ac.uk

Health care services are essential to a complete 
community Image Source: debcanada.ca

Prince Edward County Public Library & Archives
Image Source: Flickr user Gerald (Wayne) Prout

Schools are important community hubs
Image Source: mshcdn.com

Fox Point, Sand Banks Provincial Park
Image Source: Flickr user Derrick Glen Mercer

Harry Smith Conservation Area
Image Source: Quinte Conservation Authority

Bridge along Millennium Trail
Image Source: Val Dodge

The parks, open space and trail network 
includes municipally-owned lands and trails, 
Quinte Conservation Lands, Federal Lands, 
Municipal Lands/Trust Lands, and Provincial 
Parks and Provincial Lands. Partnerships with 
these partners are crucial to ensuring the 
success of the network.

Maintenance

The County will ensure the safety, 
accessibility and attractiveness 
of the existing components of 
the network that are under its 
jurisdiction through:

•	 Ongoing maintenance and enhancement 
programs; and 

•	 Community partnerships.

Expansion

Priorities for expanding the parks, 
open space and trails network shall 
be based on:

•	 Providing and adequate supply and 
distribution of parkland to meet the needs 
of residents;

•	 Increasing public access to the shoreline; 
and

•	 Creating connections between Settlement 
Areas, tourist destinations and recreation 
areas.

Trails

To support an expanded trail 
network:

•	 Constructed trail components should 
be provided in addition to parkland 
dedication requirements; and

•	 Development proposals abutting trail 
corridors shall be designed to mitigate 
potential impacts and minimize vehicular 
crossings.

The Millennium Trail is recognized 
as an important route that supports 
local active transportation and 
tourism. The County will work with 
community partners to enhance the 
quality of the trail.

Waterfront

Along the shoreline, the County will:

•	 Acquire lands to improve public access 
through a variety of means, including 
parkland dedication; and

•	 Preserve unopened road allowances to 
provide public access to the shoreline.

The County should also:

•	 Explore Blue Flag Certification for key 
beaches, in cooperation with its partners; 
and

•	 Facilitate and permit commercial fitness 
uses in waterfront parks.

Policies for community facilities and services 
recognize the unique characteristics and 
needs of the local community, including:

•	 the geographic distribution of residents;
•	 an aging population;
•	 a propensity for volunteerism and philanthropy; 

and
•	 limited municipal finances and jurisdiction.

Location

New community uses shall be:

•	 Directed to Urban Centres and Villages 
to support the development of walkable 
community hubs, pending the availability 
of adequate municipal services; and

•	 Prioritized based on achieving an equal 
distribution of services and facilities 
throughout the County, and specifically, 
addressing the needs of under-served 
Settlement Areas.

Creative Approaches to 
Service Delivery
To support and enable service 
delivery by the private and non-profit 
sectors, the County shall:

•	 Share information regarding community 
needs and may provide in-kind staff 
support;

•	 Provide adequate flexibility within its 
planning tools and approval process (e.g. 
with regard to parking and unconventional 
building types); and

•	 Recognize the important role places of 
worship play in providing emergency 
housing and other community services.

School Sites
In recognition of the important role 
schools play in bringing together 
communities, the County shall 
promote the retention of schools in 
consultation with the school boards.

Partners
The County shall continue to 
cooperate and coordinate with 
its many partners in delivering 
community facilities and services, 
including the:

•	 Prince Edward County Sub-Local Health 
Integration Unit (LHIN);

•	 Hastings and Prince Edward Counties 
Health Unit;

•	 Hastings and Prince Edward District 
School Board;

•	 Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic School 
Board;

•	 Prince Edward, Lennox and Addington 
Social Services (PELASS);

•	 Places of worship; and
•	 Other community organization and private 

sector partners.


