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POSITION OF THE HURON-WENDAT NATION REGARDING THE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE ANCESTRAL 

LANDS LOCATED IN ONTARIO 

Whereas the history of the Huron-Wendat people is woven into the 
fields, lakes and mountains of the Great Lakes at the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence River; 

Whereas when the Europeans arrived in Huronia, which is made up of 
lands that are now known to be partly located in the province of 
Ontario, first contact was made with the Huron-Wendat civilisation 
which had over 100 000 people living in villages surrounded by 
palisades and according to a livelihood based on agriculture, hunting, 
fishing and trade; 

Whereas it is historically recognised that in Canada, particularly in 
Quebec and Ontario, the Huron-Wendat form the only recognised 
indigenous people to bury their dead in ossuaries that can contain 
hundreds of their ancestors and that these ossuaries were generally 
located within a kilometre of a Huron-Wendat Village; 
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POSITION OF THE HURON-WENDAT NATION REGARDING THE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE ANCESTRAL 

LANDS LOCATED IN ONTARIO 

Whereas the Huron-Wendat Nation has a sacred duty to ensure the 
respect for and protection of the archaeological and cultural heritage of 
the Huron-Wendat ancestral lands in Ontario, formerly known as 
" Huronia", which notably includes cultural and burial sites for the 
ancestors of the Huron-Wendat people; 

Whereas respect for and protection of these cultural and burial sites of 
the Huron-Wendat's ancestors constitutes an ancestral right that is 
protected by article 35 of the Constitution Act of 1982; 

Whereas 711 Huron-Wendat archaeological sites have now been 
identified in southern Ontario, including longhouses, villages and 
ossuaries, which appear on the map included with this document in the 
appendices; 

Whereas it is estimated that more than 8000 Huron-Wendat 
archaeological sites have so far been destroyed by development 
projects in southern Ontario, including the Greater Toronto Area, 
without the knowledge of the Huron-Wendat Nation and certainly 
without its consent; 

Whereas many private developers and ministries of the Ontario 
government continue to ignore the archaeological and cultural heritage 
of the Huron-Wendat Nation and continue to work on valuable sites 
such as ancient villages and ossuaries without duly consulting with or 
accommodating the Huron-Wendat Nation; 

Whereas pursuant to the Funeral , Burial and Cremation Services Act, 
SO 2002 , c. 33, and the Ontario Regulation 30/11 , as amended by the 
Ontario Regulation 48/15, the Government of Ontario, through the 
"Registrar" appointed under this law (Registrar) , is required to notify , 
as soon as the origin of a burial site is established, any "representative" 
of a person whose remains are buried; 
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POSITION OF THE HURON-WENDAT NATION REGARDING THE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE ANCESTRAL 

LANDS LOCATED IN ONTARIO 

Whereas pursuant to the Funeral , Burial and Cremation Services Act, 
SO 2002, c. 33 , site disposition agreements are negotiated and reached 
with the representatives that have been notified by the Registrar; 

Whereas it was recommended by the Ipperwash Inquiry that the 
provincial government should ensure that the Funeral, Burial and 
Cremation Services Act, SO 2002 covers ( ... ) " the obligation to 
consider Aboriginal values if a burial is declared indigenous" and that 
it " should determine the most effective means of notifying First 
Nations and Aboriginal peoples regarding plans to excavate 
Aboriginal burial or heritage sites"; 

Whereas many researchers, specialists and archaeologists carry out 
studies, research and conferences on the archaeological sites, ossuaries, 
heritage and traditional way of life of the Huron-Wendat Nation in 
Ontario without ensuring that the Huron-Wendat Nation is informed, 
consulted or accommodated; 

Whereas, since 2012 , the Huron-Wendat Nation has set up a work team 
that is supervised by the Chief responsible for the Ontario file in order 
to ensure the defence and protection of the heritage, rights and interests 
of the Huron-Wendat Nation in Ontario; 

In view of the foregoing, it is moved by Family Chief Jean Sioui, 
seconded by Family Chief Richard Jr. Picard, and resolved that the 
Huron-Wendat Nation must continue taking action in order to protect 
its cultural and ancestral heritage in Ontario ; 
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POSITION OF THE HURON-WENDAT NATION REGARDING THE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE ANCESTRAL 

LANDS LOCATED IN ONTARIO 

Be it also resolved that the Huron-Wendat Nation must always ensure 
the protection of its archaeological and cultural sites in Ontario, 
namely by prohibiting the destruction of these sites regardless of the 
nature of a project or other public and private interests involved; 

Be it also resolved that the Huron-Wendat Nation must take a 
proactive approach to ensure the protection of such sites by informing 
the Registrar regarding the results of historie and archaeological 
research in progress and by informing the Registrar of its willingness 
to act as a representative for these burial grounds for which the Huron­
Wendat Nation has or may have a cultural affinity; 

Be it also resolved that ail necessary measures must be taken to ensure 
the respect for and protection of the Huron-Wendat cultural and 
archaeological sites, including burial sites of Huron-Wendat ancestors, 
as well as compliance by the Ontario government regarding its 
constitutional obligations to consult with and accommodate the Huron­
Wendat Nation, especially with regard to infrastructure and 
development projects on the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat 
Nation, research, studies and conferences on the Huron-Wendat Nation, 
historical commemorations and any other project that has not been the 
subject of a specific consultation process with the Huron-Wendat 
Nation out of respect for its ancestors and its history ; 
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POSITION OF THE HURON-WENDAT NATION REGARDING THE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE ANCESTRAL 

LANDS LOCATED IN ONTARIO 

Be it finally resolved to transmit to the Registrar: 

• A letter informing the Registrar of the presence of Huron-Wendat 
burial sites in Huronia and the representative capacity of the 
Conseil de la Nation huronne-wendat regarding any burial or 
interment site of Huron-Wendat origin; 

• The enc losed Huronia map showing the territory where the 
Huron-Wendat burial sites are likely to be located and indicating 
the known sites; and 

• A copy of this resolution stating the Nat ion's position regarding 
the archaeological and cultural heritage of the Huron-Wendat on 
its ancestral lands in Huronia, which are now known to be 
located in Ontario , including the burial sites of Huron-Wendat 
ancestors. 
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