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Preliminary Review Blanding’s Turtle

JDH Environmental Services was retained to complete a Preliminary Review of Blanding’s Turtles in
relation to the proposed development on property located at 2885 County Road 10, Milford, Prince
Edward County, Ontario. The proposed development includes a secondary residential dwelling,
approximately 43 m” (464 ft’) in size, located on the western portion of the subject property at a
distance approximately 15.5 m from the Mill Pond high water mark. The proposed development
would be considered small-scale and would not impede any overland movement of Blanding’s
Turtles. Please refer to the attached map of the subject property with the approximate location of
the proposed development.

Topographic maps from Natural Resources Canada and MNRF Land Information Ontario indicates
the topography on the subject property declines approximately 4 metres in a northerly direction
towards the Mill Pond. A review of the Physiographic Regions of Canada, the Surficial Materials of
Canada, the Geological Survey of Canada, and the Soil Survey of Prince Edward County were
reviewed. The subject property is located in the physiographic landform of the Limestone Plains.
Soils on the subject property are described as shallow dark brown loam of the Farmington Series
overlaying limestone bedrock. The surface gradient and shallow loam soils located on the subject
property would provide a potential for an increase in surface drainage towards the Mill Pond.
However, the abundance of vegetation currently located on the subject property would provide a
sufficient barrier and means of filtration to reduce potential impact to the Mill Pond.

The Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC) and iNaturalist were reviewed on December 29,
2021 for reported sightings of Blanding’s Turtles within 4 km of the subject property. There were no
recorded observations for the subject property or immediate surrounding area. Recorded
observations included two separate 1km grids, identified as 18UP3065 and 18UP3066, on the NHIC
and six observations on iNaturalist within 4 km of the subject property. Please refer to the attached
map for locations of the recorded observations.

A review of Aerial Photographs and Google Earth images indicate the subject property is heavily
vegetated with a variety of shrubs and trees which would not be suitable nesting habitat for
Blanding’s Turtles. The subject property could potentially be used by Blanding’s Turtles as a
movement corridor. The Mill Pond abuts the northern property boundary and would be suitable
general habitat for Blanding’s Turtles. The Mill Pond freezes during the winter months creating a
frozen ice layer on the surface which would not be a suitable overwintering site for Blanding’s
Turtles.
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JDH Environmental has the following recommendations to reduce any possible impacts to the
potential habitat or movement corridor from the proposed development and future residential
activities.

e Development activities should not occur during wet, windy, and rainy periods to reduce
erosion and increased sedimentation.

e An erosion and sediment control plan should be prepared and implemented during the
proposed development activities. A vertical geotechnical fiber erosion control barrier should
be installed outside of the construction area prior to any surface disturbance.

e FEquipment used in the development activities should arrive on site in a clean condition.
Equipment should be maintained to reduce fluid leaks and prevent the introduction of
invasive species and noxious weeds. Equipment should be restricted to the immediate area
of the proposed development area. An Emergency Spill Response Plan should be prepared
for the proposed development activities.

e A temporary turtle exclusion fence should be installed to surround the construction area
ptior to proposed development activities and removed once development has been
completed.

e Alteration of the shoreline or removal of vegetation within 15 m of the high-water mark
should be avoided.

e The current vegetation located on the subject property should be preserved and protected.
Any revegetation after the proposed development activities should be of native non-cultivar
species.

e The use of fertilizers and pesticides should be prohibited on the subject property. Exterior
lighting should be designed to minimize light scatter and be directed away from natural
features. Dumping of materials in natural areas should be prohibited. Pet activities should be
restricted in natural areas.

e Placement of turtle nest protectors over any observed nesting sites.

Based on the information available and provided to JDH Environmental along with the
implementation of the above mentioned recommendations will limit any possible impact from
construction activities and end result of the proposed development to the potential Blanding’s
Turtle general habitat located in the Mill Pond and movement corridor located on the subject

property.

Sincerely,
JDH Environmental Services

Jacki Hansford
Env. Technologist
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