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The Drake Devonshire Hotel Expansion: Design Statement

The following Design Statement is in support of the proposed expansion to the
Drake Devonshire property illustrated in the attached drawings prepared by our
office and dated 14-December-2023.

Currently, the Drake Devonshire property includes: (a) the renovated historic
W.P. Niles House; (b) the contemporary lake-facing addition with a gabled roof
built in the mid-2000s; (c) the contemporary north-facing games room with a flat
roof; (d) the covered prefabricated pavilion; (e) the detached house located on
lands formerly known as 20 Wharf Street.

The three-storey proposal is replacing the detached house with an enlarged
covered pavilion, an expanded kitchen, and is adding 12 new guest rooms. The
proposed design is in keeping with the Wellington Urban Centre Secondary Plan,
the Wellington Heritage Conservation District Plan, and the zoning amendment
approved on May 18, 2022. The proposal aligns with the spirit, values, and sense
of place of the Wellington community, providing economic opportunities and
contributing to the core heritage value of the Village’s Commercial / Industrial
Core, which lies in the evolved land use pattern of commercial and (new)
industrial properties and the conservation of the creek .

In support of the above, we offer the rationale outlined below.

Siting, massing, and scale

The proposal is consistent with the current siting of the detached house at 20
Wharf Street, maintaining the street line of the main commercial wharf and the
views south to the lake. The scale of the proposed three-storey volume is visually
compatible with the existing mix of two-and-a-half-storey historic and
contemporary buildings. The design of the expansion presents a thoughtful built
form that does not overwhelm the existing site in massing, scale, or height. The
rounded corners of the proposal soften and minimize the building’s volume while
responding to Wellington’s existing high-quality building design and
workmanship evident in buildings of various architectural styles. The richness of
the Queen Anne Revival style houses prevalent along Main Street with their
decorative rooflines, chamfered corners, rounded towers, and other whimsical
elements that express their owner’s character, informed the massing and
detailing of the proposal.

" Bray Heritage, Branch Architecture, LHC. “Wellington Heritage Conservation District
Plan and Guidelines”, April 2022, p. 21



North Elevation

The North elevation of the proposal continues and reinforces the existing datum
of the historic Inn and its entrance breezeway (Fig 1). The building steps down
along the entire elevation to meet the historic datum, celebrating and visually
distinguishing the horizontal extension of the existing breezeway. The access and
openings at ground floor are limited to minimize the impact on Wharf Street and
the adjacent residential property. The volume containing the guest rooms is
placed on top of the breezeway extension, while maintaining the same
proportions as the historic Inn (Fig 2). The asymmetrical punched windows break
up the massing of the proposal, while recalling the historic windows of the Inn in
their proportion and placement (Fig 3).
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Fig. 1 Extend breezeway Fig. 2 Match Inn’s proportions Fig. 3 Add new punched windows

South Elevation

Along the South elevation the volume of the contemporary lake-facing addition is
mirrored along the centerline of the existing gabled roof and extruded vertically
(Fig 4-5). The design of the windows speaks to the existing addition, continuing
the rhythm of the larger window openings at ground floor, while carrying over the
asymmetrical window placement scheme from the North elevation for the upper
levels (Fig 6).
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Fig. 4 Mirror existing volume Fig.5 Extrude Fig. 6 Add new openings

East Elevation

The East Elevation reconciles the historic and the contemporary datums, while
recalling the playful asymmetrical punched windows from the North elevation.
The openings along the East elevation are limited to prevent windows into rooms
always requiring lights to be on, such as exit stairs and corridors, from negatively
impacting the neighboring property. Compared to the existing detached house,
the number of windows on the East elevation remains the same to preserve the
existing street character.



Materiality

The proposed exterior finishes reference the material palette of the historic Inn
and the lake-facing addition. The light- coloured wood siding option speaks to the
black painted wood siding of the lake-facing addition, tapping into the established
contrasting colour scheme. The alternate terracotta cladding option references
the clay masonry of the Inn, while maintaining the vertical pattern of the wood
siding.

To conclude, the proposal maintains the unique sense of place of Drake
Devonshire, while reinforcing the distinctiveness of the historic W.P. Niles House
and the commercial village core area.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or for further information.
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